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DX Learning 


A Novel Classroom Experiment 


In the Fall of 1993, the Bay Dis- 
trict Schools entered into a project with 
the Panama City Amateur Radio Club 
entitled “Distance Learning with Ama- 
teur Radio”. This project, which was the 
creation of David Smith (AD4JT), the 
Coordinator of Technology Information 
for Bay District Schools, 
has as its goal the pro- 
motion of Science and 
Technology in the class- 
room through amateur 
radio. 

The project has 
enjoyed success! In ad- 
dition, two 10 year old 
5th grade Quest students 
at Hiland Park Elemen- 
tary School have earned 
their amateur radio li- 
censes from the Federal 
Communications Com- 
mission in Washington, 
Bs Muhammad 
Shaaban and Ira Adams 
enrolled in the novice 
license class taught by 
Charles Hickman 
(N4DPU), a teacher at 
Lucille Moore Elemen- 
tary School, on Septem- 
ber 16, 1993. Both took 
their examinations Christmas 
week and received the calls 
KE4JZH and KE4JZI on March 
1, 1994. On April 16, 1994, Ira KE4JZI) 
upgraded two (2) full license classes to 
that of general, passing the 13 words per 
minute International Morse Code Re- 
quirement and the technician and gen- 


eral theory elements. In doing so, he has 
become one of the youngest holders of this 
license class in the country. The United 
States has over 600,000 radio amateur 
operators as of March, 1994. In addition, 
and prior to receiving his general class 
license, Ira had contacted hams in 50 
countries around the world, including 


Ira Adams, KE4JZI - New General Class at age 10, 


shown at his station controls. 


Australia, New Zealand, Portugal, Spain, 
Sao Tome (Africa), the Galapagos Islands, 
the Marshall Islands, Mozambique, Hon- 
duras, Ecuador and others. 

Muhammad is continuing to study 


-by Mike Adams, N4EVS 


for his technician exam. A family illness 
prevented him from attending the April 
16th test session. 

Both of these young men, their 
teacher, school and the Amateur Radio 
community have good reason to be proud 
of this achievement. In 
becoming licensed, 
Muhammad and Ira 
passed examinations to 
certify proficiency in 
the International Mors« 
Code (all those spellin; 
tests helped here!) radic 
law and regulations (re- 
lates to reading compre- 
hension), operating 
practices (World Geog- 
raphy), electrical prin- 
ciples and circuit com- 
ponents (Science, Engi- 
neering and Math), ra- 
dio wave propagation 
(Physics), amateur pro- 
cedures (Communica- 
tion Skills) and other el- 
ements. Some of this 
material is of high 
school or college work 
level. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


A project is underway in the 
U.S. Government that has provoked 
an outcry of concern from industry 
and individuals who have managed 
to become enlightened to the details 
of a scheme that would “tap” the elec- 
tronic lives of every individual in 
America. 

Most people know little or 
nothing about it because little has 
been said or written about it. I first 
heard of it about a year ago but it was 
difficult to find any information and 
I was reluctant to say much about 
something I could not verify. 

Several months ago, I came 
upon a panel discussion on National 
Empowerment Television, available 
on Satellite TV and becoming avail- 
able on some cable systems, discuss- 
ing the Clipper Chip technology. 
This was indeed the topic that I had 
heard about and indeed I wanted to 
hear more. 

To my horror, the Clipper 
Chip was described again, exactly as 
I had heard before; a government-re- 
quired chip that would be installed 
in every computer, every computer 
system, every telephone, every every- 
thing, that would allow the govern- 
ment to tap any system or individual 
at their discretion. 

The super secret algorithm to 
be used by the U.S. Government has 
already been developed by a private 
company in California and according 
to a government spokesman, Dr. Dor- 
othy Denning, the chip can only be 
unlocked by two separate keys and 
those keys would be held by two dif- 
ferent divisions of the government. 


The proposed two divisions are: the Com- 
merce Department and (GET THIS) the 
Treasury Department. Does it take a 
rocket scientist to equate the Treasury 
Department with the IRS and intrusion 
into personal privacy. 

My dear readers, this is only the 
“Tip of the Iceberg”! If you are under the 
impression that hypothetically, some day, 
two government agents (one from Com- 
merce and one from Treasury) could come 
to your door, each holding a key that used 
together will unlock the contents of your 
hard drive (your personal, medical, finan- 
cial and most private life) you’re wrong! 
The government will be able to do this 
from any remote location they choose as 
their base of monitoring operations; be it 
Washington, DC; Boise, Idaho; or 
Defuniak Springs, Florida. 

In the middle of April, satellite was 
launched that was generally known to be 
a spy satellite. Not much was said about 
it either and that was understandable. 
However, the government could hardly 
contain their glee when they announced 
that the spy satellite could eavesdrop on 
ANY phone conversation in the world. 
That’s very commendable in the world of 
trenchcoats and dark glasses. Couple the 
spy satellite with some other technical 
articles from, Government Computer 
News and from the Computer System Se- 
curity and Privacy Advisory Board hear- 
ings on National Security Agency Ss Clip- 
per Chip, and one soon concludes that 
the government has the capability to spy 
on its own citizens. I would conclude that 
it goes one step further; it was always in- 
tended to be and was designed to facili- 
tate eavesdroping on American citizens. 

Under the government’s proposed 

Continued on page 14 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR 
VISUALLY 


IMPAIRED 


FLORIDA SKIP is put on tape 
every month for the benefit of the 
blind or visually impaired. These 
tapes are available if requested and 
postage is paid both ways. If you are 
interested in this valuable service, 
contact Ms. Desaree Stewart, Library 
for the Blind, 420 Platt Street, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114. Phone 1- 
800-226-6075. 
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SATILLITE TRACKING NEW DDS(I-LOOP) — 


9600BPS DATA 116 MEMORIES 


Mike's Electronics 


1001 NW 52 Street 


Ft Lauderdale, Fl 33309 


(305)491-7110 voice / 


— (805)491-7011 fax / 


1-800-427-3066 FI Wats 5 


New and used equipment. Consignment sales. 
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FLORIDA PHONE NETS Doc Staples (W4SME), Editg 


FROM DOC, W4SME, FPTN, NET 
MANAGER: Last month I reminded ALL 
readers of the annual ARRL Field Day in June. 
By the time this arrives, Field Day will be 
upon us and I hope that all of the Net mem- 
bers will get out and exercise with their local 
Radio Club! Good Luck and high scores to 
everyone. Right behind this is my message to 
every member to GET READY for the HUR- 
RICANE season which begins NOW, the first 
week of June. 

Last month we experienced multiple 
days of abominable band conditions when 
each NCS on the 9th through the 17th was 
lucky if they could hear even the dog bark 
next door! Prop reports during this period 
showed that the bands bottomed out! BUT in 
spite of these conditions, FPTN NCS’s did a 
remarkable job of getting the job done! CON- 
GRATULATIONS—Ten stations during April 
made the Honor Roll with 100% attendance! 
A tip of the hat to N4GMU, WA4JDH, 
KB4MON, K4RBR, K4SJA, WB4TOV, 
WASVND, KB4WCX, WB4WYG and 
WB4ZVD.In the 90% and better were, 
WA4EIC, WA4EYU, KB4FIY, WD4IUD, 
KD4IVP, NT4K, WA4RUE, W4SME, and 
KI4VT. During the month the Net welcomed 
47 Travelers to set a new record for °94. The 
Net extends to each of you stations that comes 
by at 0655 on 3940 a BIG HELLO! It is hoped 
that you will read this column and learn how 
much we welcome your presence on the Net! 
There were one thousand and seventy stations 
that did make the effort to join FPTN at 0655 
on 3940Khz. They handled 552 pieces of traf- 
fic in one thousand and seven minutes. FPTN 
had an average of 36 stations per session op- 
erating on an average of 34 minutes passing 
18 messages on a band with marginal long 
skip conditions. We learned that Russ, 
KC4ZHN is back from his travels but we still 
await his return to the net?? Maybe someone, 
toll free to Hollywood, can give Russ a call 
and help him set his clock for 0655 daily! We 
miss him and need his outlet for traffic! Join 
the FPTN Family, DAILY, 0655, 3940 Khz! 
73 & 88’s de Doc, W4SME 

FROM BOB, KC4ZHF, SEFTN, 
ASST. NET MGR: If during the end of April 
each of you thought that you lived in light- 
ning alley, YOU DID..WOW I sure hope each 
of you have invested in a good ground system 
as well as surge protection! In spite of the 
storms and noise, our Net did a GREAT job 
with one thousand three hundred and twenty 
one stations that checked in during the month! 
This makes the 79th month that the Net has 
maintained a checkin rate of more than one 
thousand stations per month! WA4ZSC, 
Henry became station 1000 with KD4JMV 
at the controls as NCS. At the month’s end it 
was found that 11 stations made perfect at- 
tendance and they are KE4AOZ, PZ1BK, 
KD4GR, KD4HGU, N4ILN, KD4JMV, 
KD4LQG, KD4NPC, KB4WBY, KA2YZM 
nad KC4ZHF. Also, we welcomed the fol- 
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lowing stations as newcomers during the 
month: KB4JWS, N3FPK, WB2AUX, 
KCS5FSS, WB3JVV, NIJXW, KE4KCD, 
KC4KIP, KBOKUK, KE4LBC, G6LCH, 
N4NQT, KK4PT, W4SRZ, KD4UWD, N4VA 
and KD4YTS. Tuesday, is an important day 
for SEFTN-=-it’s when we hold our “ TRAF- 
FIC TIPS “ session! It’s a learning experience. 
Come join us. And we thank Charlie, 
WB4PAM for his very interesting and infor- 
mative April Traffic Tips. 146.79 d own 600 
is the place! SLX PM is the time when SEFTN 
meets on the Motorola Amateur Radio Club 
Repeater. All licensed Amateur Radio Opera- 
tors are welcome. 73 & 88’s, Bob, KC4ZHF 

FROM EARL,K4FQU, NET MAN- 
AGER, SWFTN: During the month of April, 
four hundred and ninety three stations checked 
into SWFTN with a daily average of nineteen 
stations per sessions. One hundred and thirty 
four pieces of formal traffic were passed dur- 
ing the twenty six Net meetings. SWFTN, the 
Southwest Florida Traffic NET meets Mon- 
day through Saturday at 1000 local time on 
146.88 down 600 (Repeat). Now begins the 
time when SWFTN needs the help of each 
and every station on the regular roster. Sum- 
mer is approaching, members will be taking 
off for vacations and Holidays but the Net 
continues! Please let me know that I can count 
on many of you to fill in as Net Liaison sta- 
tions and standby Net Control Stations. Each 
year at this time the Net finds itself without 
the support of our winter-time friends and it 
is IMPORTANT that each regular member try 
to introduce a newly licensed Amateur to the 
Net. NOW is when we have the time to re- 
view our training syllabus and offer this im- 
portant training to those who are new to the 
art of traffic handling. We certainly don’t want 
to have to suffer the affects of another An- 
drew, BUT we do want to be prepared to pro- 
vide our capabilities as Traffic Handlers if 
such an occasion should arise! All stations 
should remember that when passing traffic on 
established NTS Phone Nets, the use of “Q” 
signals is not acceptable and is for use strictly 
for CW! Having a copy of ARRL phone op- 
eration rules at the operating position is al- 
ways important and will improve each 
operator’s skill. Let me repeat my message 
from last month! Be Prepared! Make out your 
written plan for what you will do if a Hurri- 
cane should strike your area. Be an active 
member of your local radio club and actively 
participate in ARES. 73 & 887s, Earl, K4FQU 

FROM DICK, WA4PFK, NET 
MANAGER, SM SO.FL.: (Ed. Note - I am 
delighted to receive information from FAST- 
FLORIDA AMATEUR SIDEBAND TRAF- 
FIC NET- Welcome aboard to Dick and 
FLSKP appreciates receiving your monthly 
report of Net activity) For several years FAST 
(early) & (late) Net sessions have been under 
the guidance of Bill, WD4KBW who has done 
yeoman service during a time when it seemed 
as though Florida’s oldest sideband Net would 


succumb to lack of interest. However, it is now 
on track and meets daily on 3940 Khz at 6pm 
(early) and 9pm (late). 

Thanks Bill for all your hours of hard 
work and devotion to FAST ! The backbone 
of any Net is made up of the stations who 
operate as Net Control Stations. FAST is very 
fortunate to have the following stations who 
provide daily leadership. K4SCL, WD4HHH, 
WA4QXT, WA9VND, WA4PFK, K4RBR and 
WD4KBW. The FAST Net operation is a part 
of the NTS system. On the early session the 
Net accepts OUTGOING traffic going to Re- 
gion Nets. At the late session FAST receives 
traffic from Florida’s CW Net, QFN, for de- 
livery and pickup by Liaison stations from 
other daytime nets. FAST Liaisons with QEN, 
FPTN, TPTN and QENS. If you have a work 
ethic that prevents you from checking into 
daytime nets, FAST offers an excellent path 
for your outgoing and also incoming traffic. 
Stop by and get acquainted with the Net Mem- 
bers! All are welcome. Dick, WA4PFK 

FLORIDA SHRINE AMATEUR 
RADIO: Jerry Deutscher, KQ4UW called me 
on the phone and passed me the following! I 
hope that it will get to the Nobility in time?? 
FASRA is having a special “ DUTCH TREAT 
WEEKEND” at Cypress Gardens—May 28- 
29. The 28th is special as it has been set up to 
make a full tour of the gardens with your Lady. 
The Admirals Inn will be our temporary QTH 
so give them a call at 1-800-247-2799 for res- 
ervations. Be sure to mention that you are with 
the Shrine Amateur Radio Assn! Also, Nobles, 


‘the Shrine Hospital in Tampa is getting ex- 


cited about having a communications center 
in the hospital so that the young patients can 
talk with relatives and other Hams on Ama- 
teur Radio. We might be able to get some 
classes started? Keep tuned for latest news 
on the Florida shrine Net which meets every 
Sunday on 7236 at 1830UTC. 73, Doc, 
W4SME SALAAM ALIKUM 

FROM DENNIS, KB4MON, TPTN 
NET MANAGER: April brought showers, 
flowers and lots of noise to accompany Net 
proceedings! Just think how famous you would 
be if you could develop earphones that would 
automatically remove all the crashes and 
bangs from summer static. And NCS’s would 
be able to retain their sanity along with their 
hair! In spite of the poor band conditions dur- 
ing April, the Net , thanks to the activity at 
Sun and Fun, processed 387 pieces of mes- 
sage traffic or an average increase of two plus 
messages per session over March stats. 
Checkins for April dropped an average of one 
station per session from the Net’s March to- 
tal. The Net recorded 645 checkins for the 
month during the total of 705 minutes while 
the Net was in session. Eight stations checked 
in 90% or better and they were: K4AJV, 
WD4HHH, KB4MON, AD4PW, WA4QXT, 
K4SJA, WA9VND and WB4WYG. 100% 
Attendance was attained by both AD4PW and 
WA4QXT. CONGRATULATIONS go to all 


FLORIDA CW NETS Ed Roller (K4lA), Editor 


Gator Net reported by Dan (W4DL): QFN reported by Don (AD4CN): The QFNS reported by Laura 


Fly-in traffic helped Gator Net message month of April saw lots of traffic (WASVND): April statistics QNI 273, 
total this month. George, K4JI had a flowing throughout NTS from the EAA QTC 136, QND 712 minutes. Our QNI 
“This is your Life” Sun & Fun Fly-In at Lakeland. Once has become very rewarding as we have 
type celebration give for him by friends  4gain, this was a very successful event several more new ops who are showing 
and relatives on his 90th birthday. as every operator who was scheduled to _an interest. Some are still bashful, 
Propagation problems made Mae, participate showed up promptly and however they do check in and that is of 


W3CUL and Al, W3VR work harder primed to more all of those messages. importance. 
and longer to clear the book. Recent AA4HT and I thank the operators that 


check-ins have been Earle, N4FO, were involved for their excellent work. | We recently had N2QJD (Bill) of Brick, 
Arleey, WBSNKC, Harris, WA4JDH We look forward to it next year. NJ and WD4NVH (Jim) of Birming- 
and Walt, WD4DWN. Andy, W4IYT | ham, AL drop in and say hi to us. They 
has increased his video programs to QFN still needs regular RNS reps for are most welcome to join us often. 

four days a week. W4DL and his XYL Thursday and Saturday. This is an ideal Some of the newer operators are 

are celebrating. One of their neices assignment for QFN members living on __ starting to send messages and are 
received her PhD from MIT and was or near the Gulf of Mexico as transmis- showing great progress. Keep up the 
snagged immediately by the Army. sion is more difficult from the east good work and do it often. 


Chris, N4EKC will be gone May 20 to _—«-0ast. In addition, we need permanent ; 
June 30. He recently celebrated the 93rd Coverage for 4RN on weekends. Don’t Why don’t you come in and say hi to us 


birthday of his wife and father. Charlie, forget that the hurricane season is every night at 8:00 PM on 3715 kHz. 

WA4EYU is still jogging, doing his quickly approaching and everyone Don’t be shy. We aren’t. 88, Laura. 

YMCA routine and his old exercise needs to start preparing themselves and 

doing yard work. their equipment so that you will be FMSN reported by John (KC4FL): 
ready just in case of the threat of a No report received. Look for the net on 
storm. 73, Don. 3651 kHz daily at 1730 EST. 


Traffic Hounds - April 
Sea-W Report -by Bill Jochimsen, K4ZK 
STM, SFL 


QNI Avg. QTC Avg. Ses. Mgr. QTC/QNI 


743 12.4 680 11.3 60 AD4CN 0.92 
1070 35.7 552 184 30 W4SME 0.52 
612 20.4 13.5 30 WAANDA 0.66 
645 215 12.9 30 KB4MON 06 
Continued f 4 os 1321 44.0 . 122 30 KD4GR 0.28 
ontinued irom page 
stations that made theleftort to support TPTN! 208. 6.90 - 930 30 WA4DL 1.35 
We regret losing one of our NCS’s, W1UKR, FAST 596. 9.90 . 410 60 WA4PFK 0.41 
Eunie for the summer as she departs for her QFNS 273. 9.10 . 450 30 WASVND 05 
Maine hide-a-way. Also, Mike, NC4Y and 
Walt, WA4QXT will also soon be heading to SWFIN 493. 19.0 - 5.20 2 KAFQU 0.27 
cooler climes. You can be sure the Net will NFAN 1048 40.3 5.20 26 WAA4NDA 0.13 
miss er mae gall er nape : ct gs NFPN 1094 36.5 420 30 N4WMS 0.11 
mer and hurry back next fall. The Tropica 
Phone and Traffic Net can be found DAILY SVIN 748. 0 3.30 29 KD4WDB 0.13 
on 3940 or 7243 depending upon band condi- FPON 235. 7. 0 2.30 30 WB4GCK 0.29 
tions. If, at five-o-clock Florida time you twist —- SPARC 811. 27. 1.00 30 N4ZMQ 0 
your dial to one or the other of these frequen- 
cies you will find the Net in session. Bring POTN: 3200. 429- O20. 20 ne ame EE eo OS 
your Florida or out-of-state traffic or just GARSN 165. 8. 1.00 20 WBANFG 0.12 
checkin and join the Net. Everyone is always DEN, 9502.) 75. 4.50 4 N4LTT 0.06 
welcome and the Net is always ready to assist 
newly licensed Amateurs in the art of traffic BCEPN (191 2 eae 
handling. 73 & 88’s, DENNIS, KB4MON AIN 48 9 WAAPFK 0.29 
FROM NILS, WA4NDA, FMTN PBEN 107 4 WB20UK 0.07 
NET MANAGER: (Ed. Note) This is the PCAVN 148 4 AD4IH 0.01 
second month that I have failed to receive in- 
formation from the FMTN Net Manager. I SFAN 72 ) KD4GR 0.01 
regret that I am unable to provide you with TOT 0.31 


any Net news. 
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Florida Amateur Radio Operators. Please notify FLORIDA § 


Top Twenty Trafficers - April 
-by WA4PFK & WX4J 


Station Total Station Total | 


WS3CUL 
WX4H 
W4TJM 
W3VR 
WA9VND 
KB4WBY 
N4SS 
AA4HT 
WA4NDA 
WA4QXT 


3400 
1499 
1200 
1199 
955 
613 
537 
481 
432 
424 


NR2F 
K4SCL 
K4FQU 
W4DL 
WA4PFK 
WA4EIC 
K4ZK 
AB4XK 
NY1H 
AA4FG 


420 
373 
359 
314 
302 
301 
290 
258 
232 
210 


SILENT KEYS 


We regret to report the passing of the following 


SKIP of any silent keys in your area. 


W4JXA - Herb Bernard, Miami 

KC4FXW - Howard Selman, Palm Coast 
K4EBE - Edwin W. Nevin, Bartow 

W4WL - Tennyson T. “Tenny” Freck, Largo 
N4IJN - Dr. Vincent Saetta, Pompano Beach 
WAAJSH - Edgar L. McKay Jr, Long Wood 
N2EIU - Theodore M. Klein, Sunrise 

WD2I - Edwin R. DeWitt, Bradenton 
N2KGI - Alwin E. Bulau, New Port Richey 
AA4BF - Charles C. Chatterton, St. Augustine 
KC4BHY - Joseph J. Savoca, St. Augustine 
K4BRC - Edward F. Gaudet, Beverly Hills 
KA4BTU - Allan Elomaa, St. Augustine 
KE4CUT - Russel Best, Shalimar 

W4DPM - Robert E. Ford, Orlando 
KB4DXU - Charles A. Linn, Bradenton 
K4LOH - Ward S. Webb, Pensacola 

W4OFT - Alfdred L. Streling, Lakeland 
K4PBH - Jack J. Becker, St. Augustine 
N4RGK - Carney J. Bryan IV, St. Augustine 
KJ4UA - Frank P. Rollins, Fort Myers 
KI4VW - Paul S. Bayan, St. Augustine 
WD8BSC - John P. Guenthner, St. Augustine 
W9QIJE - Jerome H. Kleker, Deland 
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READERS WRITE 


From Elaine Saetta - Pompano Beach 

Dear Sir: 

My husband Dr. Vincent J. Saetta, N4IJN, passed away 
February 6, 1994. I wish you to know he looked forward to 
receiving your magazine each month. 

I personally want to thank you for his enjoyment of your 
newsy “FLORIDA SKIP”. 
Sincerely, 

Mrs. Elaine Saetta 

Dear Mrs. Saetta - My sincere condolences to you and 
your family and I certainly thank you for taking the time to 
send me your message that is sincerely appreciated. ger// 


To the Polk Ham Club 
From Laura A. Magiera, WA9VND 

Congratulations once again on a very successful Sun and 
Fun EAA Fly-in. I want to “Thank you” for letting me handle 
some of your traffic. All the ops there were very helpful and 
cooperative, However, I must say Mr. Rip, AA4HT did extend 
himself more so. Since I had very bad propagation problems 
and was unable to contact on scheduled frequency, he brought 
traffic home and sent it to me at a later time from there. Now 
I’m sure he could have used the time to rest before the evening 
nets. I really appreciated that. I say he certainly went the “Ex- 
tra Mile” to help me. Thanks Mr. Rip. 

Laura, WA9VND 


Unusual Statistic 


It struck me as odd that 7 out of 24 Silent Keys were from 
St. Augustine, Florida this month. As I was entering the infor- 
mation for Silent Keys into the publishing program, I thought 
perhaps I had entered several duplicates and it prompted the 
editor to review the list. I’m sure it’s a meaningless statistic but 
definitely unusual. 


Amateur Radio Course Begets 


Summer Hobby Program 
Equipment Needed 


As a result of the success of the classes at the Dave ar. 
Mary Alper Jewish Community Center, the JCC has decided to 
include amateur radio in its Summer Camp Program. Joe, 
AC4TV, will supervise the Hobby Hour three time a week 
throughout the summer. The JCC is establishing a room as a 
Ham Shack, and youngsters attending the Summer Camp will 
have an opportunity to participate in amateur radio as part of 
their Hobby Class. The JCC is purchasing and installing a multi- 
band antenna (80 meters to 2 meters) for the Ham Shack. HF, 
VHF and UHF equipment is needed. Equipment donated to the 
JCC Ham Shack mau qualify as a deductible gift for income 
tax purposes. Please contact either Joe, Hector, AC4SB or Sam, 
KQ4MR, P.O. Box 430025, Miami, Fl through the South Florida 
FM Association for additional information and assistance in 
making your qualified gift. 

-S. FL FM Assoc. Newsletter, May 1994 


South Florida BBS Statistics 


April 1994 
Bill Britton, KB4VOL 
PERS BUL TOT 
167 3306 3473 
K4TKU 0 229 181 
KB4GBS_ 6 730 
KB4GCZ -NO REPORT- 
KB40AM 28 1891 
KB4UAH -NO REPORT- 
KB4VOL 41 1667 
KB4WUA 13 526 
KC4CLD -NO REPORT- 
KC4HQS_ -NO REPORT- 
KC4IBT -NO REPORT- 
KD4EMI 1 1102 
KD4GR 29 1123 
KD4MJV 20 1692 
KD4MZM_  -NO REPORT- 
KD4WBI -NO REPORT- 
KD4ZPP -NO REPORT- 
KE2IX 118 679 
3125 
284 
-NO REPORT- 


BBS’ NTS 
KOZXF 0 


KF40J 0 
Kl4ZJ 9 
KP4EDL 
N4HHP 32 
N4JOA 7 

N4XEO 13 


294 
1384 
N4XEQ -NO REPORT- 
N4ZIQ 24 1532 
NSAUV -NO REPORT- 
W4DPH 9447 
W4MWP 609 
W8DUV 3522 
WA2LKI 2184 
WA4EAA = -NO REPORT- 
WB2WPA 15 555 
WB4MOZ 728 
WB4TEM 2040 
WBSJTK 116 
WD4DLB 484 
WD4NKZ_-NO REPORT- 
WD8IBY -NO REPORT- 


NTS TOTAL: 913 


Nude Awareness Celebration 


Amateurs affiliated with the American Sunbathing As- 
sociation, the Naturist Society and the Federation of Canadian 
Naturists will observe the 19th Annual North American Nude 
Awareness Celebration during the week of July 4th - 10th. 

They will operate near 14.265, 21.365 and 28.465 +/- 
QRM. For certificate, please send QSL and 9 x 12 inch SASE 
to Bob Redoutey, KF5KF, P.O. Box 200812, Austin, TX 78720. 


North Florida BBS Statistics 
April 1994 
Dave Sutherland, N4GMU 
BUL PERS NTS- TOT 


7520 1723 689 9311 
2462 39 3067 


2473 


3099 
3291 
3071 
2240 
2757 
3276 
3981 
2715 
720 

875 

9000 
1339 


2226 
2403 
2025 
2106 
2316 
2169 
2069 
189 

792 

7581 
1258 


Major Merger 


SRQLAN and the Sarasota Amateur Radio Association 
(SARA) officially merged after several hours of working out 
details by the SRQLAN committee and the SARA board of 
directors. The merger was voted on and passed by both organi- 
zations at their respective meetings. 

It was felt that both organizations would benefit from the 
bonding and a better amateur radio service would be made for 
the users and operators of the amateur radio network now avail- 
able in Sarasota County. With the knowledge and experience 
of the 200 plus members, a better community service can be 
provided. 

-edited from the The Amplifier, April 1994 


A New ARC 


According to G.A.Pohl, KE4IQM in Lecanto, Florida, a 
brand new amateur radio club has been formed called the Cit- 
rus County Amateur Radio Club. 

They now are having monthly meetings and operate a 
repeater on 146.925 under the call of NF4U. 

FLORIDA SKIP welcomes the new club and wishes it 
good luck in its new venture. We hope to be getting a report 
from them in the near future. 


Everglades Testing Sites 

The Everglades Amateur Radio Club is happy to announce 
that two amateur testing sites have been established by the club. 

In Homestead as follows: The second Friday of each 
month following the club meeting (8:30 PM) at the Agricul- 
ture Center, S. W. 288 Street and 187 Avenue. That’s e miles 
west of U.S. 1. 

The second is in the Kendall area of Miami as follows: 
The last Sunday of each month at 9 AM at the Dave and Mary 
Alper Jewish Community Center, 11155 S. W. 112 Street. 

At both sites, the exams are ARRL Novice through Extra 
Class. No reservations are needed and walk-ins are welcome. 

For more information, contact Joe, AC4TV at 305-255- 
1057. 
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QCWA NEWS Eli Nannis (K4JMH), Editor 


ive Gator Chapter. 
Sx We had a fine attendance 
y__«, at our April meeting with 
47 members and guests. 
Bill Bell, K4AVH came up with another great 
program. Our speaker was Mr. Ken Ford, 
Museum Director for the Pinellas County His- 
torical Museum. With the aid of slides, he 
showed and told us about the early days in 
Pinellas County. Many of the old buildings 
are still standing and in good repair. Bill, 
K4AVH has done a great job in bringing us 
some very fine programs at our monthly meet- 
ings. Our meeting in May will be our last for- 
mal meeting however we will continue to meet 
the first of each month during the summer for 
informal meetings. Don Bice, W4PCO 
showed a very old telegraph key which he 
sometimes uses when he tires of phone. 

The new editor of Florida Skip, Gerry 
Wentz, KC4EHT is doing a very good job with 
Skip and he will continue our QCWA news. 
We Welcomed a New member Mr. Harry 
Clare, WB2TAL from Tarpon Springs. In the 
past year, we lost six members as Silent Keys. 
We have donated $25.00 to the QCWA Schol- 
arship fund for each silent key. 

-Eli Nannis, K4JMH, Secretary 

Suwannee Chapter. We welcome all 
to our bi-monthly meetings held on the fourth 
Saturday of all even months except for the 
second Saturday in December at Ryan’s 
Steakhouse on Silver Springs Boulevard, 
Ocala. Our speaker on February 26th was 
Marion County Sheriff Ken Ergle who gave a 
highly absorbing rundown on measures taken 
recently to reduce crime. We welcomed new 
member Ron Stocker WA8DOI and XYL 
Mildred KA8WKY. We were also proud to 
present 1972 founding member George Sperry, 
W4UKA with his 70th anniversary award cer- 
tificate. George was council chairman for run- 
ning the 1974 convention in Orlando, the first 
ever held in Florida and was chairman of the 
1975 National Nominating Committee. To top 
it off, Bill Menner, K2YMQ was presented a 
certificate praising his activities as our 1993 
President. Reported by Bob Saulpaugh, AG3S. 

Southeast Chapter. 20 members and 
guests attended our March meeting. Under 
new business, a discussion started by Harry 
Pilafian, W4SQG to donate a scholarship fund 
in the name of Al Wilcox, W4ELR memory. 
The application for this fund made to past 
President of QCWA Leland Smith, WSKL 
administrator of the QCWA fund. A discus- 
sion was held on the interference by unknown 
sources to the 146.76 repeater located in the 
south end of Dade County. He also asked for 
additional usage of our 2 meter frequency net 
on 147.150. Harry Pilafian, W4SQG reminded 
us of our old donation of $100 for the 
Miccosukee Indian School educational fund 
to teach ham radio to the students. It was 
agreed to add a new donation of $50 to this 
fund by Mr. Harry Blanford, relative of Al 
Wilcox for the purchase of school equipment 


enabling the classes to begin. Art Rauch, 
W4ZZ suggested that we endeavor to obtain 
speakers for our periodic meetings. The 50- 
50 door prizes were won by Cliff Seale, 
K4HQH and Joe Poersckhi, WB4HIS. Re- 
ported by Herb Bernard, W4JXA. 

Pelican Chapter. Our chapter was sad- 
dened by the death of Perry (Dutch) Romig. 
He was a long time member of our chapter. 
He was a one time Treasurer of the chapter. 
At our annual picnic, we called it the “Dutch 
Romig Birthday Bash”. At out meeting on 
April 20th, we were pleased to have Gil 
Pearsall, W8HEZ in attendance as he had been 
ill for some time. We pleased to have him and 
his XYL at our meeting. We learned that Hal 
Fox, W3AA has gone to Houston for surgery. 
We all wish him well and a speedy recovery. 
We miss him at our meetings. There were 29 
members and guests at our April meeting. A 
new directory compiled by our Treasurer Don 
Bice, W4PCO has been sent to all our mem- 
bers. There were 29 members and guests at 
our April meeting and they all enjoyed the 
food at Stacey’s Cafe. We are sorry to report 
that Charlie Campbell, W9UEM has sold his 
house here and he probably will not be re- 
turning to St. Pete. We are sorry to lose him. 

We will hold our annual picnic at Lake 
Seminole Park as usual on our regular meet- 
ing date in November. At our last meeting, 
we welcomed two new members to our chap- 
ter. They were James McNeeley, K4ZIR and 
Robert Sever, WA8BDI. Our Members meet 
for Breakfast the first Wednesday of the month 
at the Four Coins Restaurant in St. Peters- 
burg. Our regular chapter meetings are held 
at Stacy’s Buffet in St. Petersburg. Jay Strom, 
K9BSL and XYL are planning to go to the 
national convention in El Paso, Texas. Our 
repeater is up and running on 145.29 down 
600. We have two nets on Saturday on this 
frequency, Gator Chapter at 9AM and Peli- 
can at 1OAM. We invited anyone in our area 
to check in. At the last chapter meeting, our 
members were honored by Joy Bowden when 
she attached Jim Keyes, K4FCW’s QCWA pin 
to the chapter banner. Reported by Jay Strom, 
K9BSL. 

Golden Triangle Chapter. Our chap- 
ter 173 is located in the 
Central Florida region 
of Eustis, Mt. Dora and 
Tavares. We hold a 
monthly breakfast 
meeting on the second 
Saturday of every 
month and we meet at 
the Greenhouse Res- 
taurant on the old 441 
in Mt. Dora. Our cur- 
rent membership is ap- 
proximately 30 ama- 
teurs with about 16 in 
regular attendance. 


tered on March 1990 and we have met regu- 
larly since that time. If any QCWA members 
or guests are in this area the second Saturday 
of any month, please stop in and visit with us. 
Reported by Harold Beaver, WOLYB Secre- 
tary. 

Hernando Chapter. At our February 
meeting there were 30 members and guests 
present. Our President Marv was not able to 
attend due to a fall. We wish him a speedy 
recovery. Ed Tilton, W1HDQ also was miss- 
ing. Our guests were Thelma, N9BRE, Larry, 
KB9V and Pauline Dennis. Our “Bye-Bye 
Snowbird” picnic was held on March 30 at 
McKathan Park in Brooksville and a fine time 
was had by all. It was voted to send a check of 
$50.00 to the QCWA scholarship fund. The 
winner of the door prizes were Jean King, Win 
Knowlton, Larry Weaver, Dick Bromley and 
Dale Cain. We welcomed Edgar Newman, 
W2RPZ and his XYL Virginia to our chapter. 
Birthdays for March are Al, W2EKO, Wes, 
W4COW, Gladys, XYL of Art, W4OZR, 
Angie, WB4JJH and Bev, WB4MOY. Anni- 
versaries for March are Bob, WIKUL and 
Eunic, W1UKR, Russ W8AAL and Miriam, 
N8HRT. Reported by Eunice Gordon, 
WI1UKR. 

Palm Beach Chapter 111. We had 28 
members and guests turn out at the last 
month’s chapter meeting. Mr. John Pomeroy, 
W4RXT was the guest of Jack Wacher, 
W4OBA. 

Pres. Charlie Newell presided over the 
business portion of the meeting. V.P. Forrest 
Haynes was on vacation up in Illinois with 
perhaps a stopover in Dayton for the Hamfest. 
Veronica Tagarelli ran the 50/50 in place of 
V.P. Haynes, and I’m sure it was pure coinci- 
dence that the winner was Angelo Tagarelli, 
W2TVYVE. Sec. Bob McDow gave a rundown 
on the membership and the state of the trea- 
sury. 

The management of the NPBCC ad- 
vised the buffet cost had increased another 
$1.00 per. Since this represents a 40% in- 
crease in the last two months, Sec. McDow 
suggested it was time to start looking for an- 


Continued on page 10 
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Old Old 


Timers Ciub 

I realize that 
for anyone who has 
tried to check in to 
the nets lately it 
might not be all that 
funny, but I sort of find humor in the fact 
that our net control station, W4NWF (Bob 
Bookwalter), has recently spent 
multibucks to get the latest and greatest 
equipment on the air and ever since he 
got it operational, we have had the worst 
band conditions in ten years! 

For the information of all the 
OOTC members, here is the lineup of 
Officers in the club: 

President - Harry Gartsman, 
W6ATC, 9921 Sunset Blvd., Beverly 
Hills, CA 90210 

Treasurer - Lee Knirko, W9MOL, 
833 Park Plaine, Park Ridge, IL 60068 

Exe. Secy (Temp) - Ralph 
Cabanillas, W6IL, 2359 Creston Drive, 
Hollywood, CA 90068-2201 

Any official correspondence to the 
club should be sent to Mr. Cabanillas at 
his address above. This is also the offi- 
cial address of the OOTC until further 
notice. All other Directors will remain as 
listed in you latest copy of SGT. 

In addition to the above; Mr. Will- 
iam Miller, K2GCE will have a regular 
column in SGT to be called “Ham Chat- 
ter”. The column will feature letters, sto- 
ries, and items of interest submitted by 
the members. Send material for this col- 
umn to Bill at the following address: 

William Miller, K2GCE, 217 
Porterfield Place, Freeport, N.Y., 11520- 
3116. 


Ay 


Continued from page 9 


other meeting site. It was unanimously ap- 
proved and a search will begin immediately. 

Pres. Newell provided a very interest- 
ing video program showing the refueling of 
the nuclear reactor at the Hutchinson Island 
power plant in Jensen Beach. The meeting was 
then adjourned. 

The next months meeting will still be 
at the NPBCC Dining room. Same time on 
the 31st of May. Hope to see you all there. 
Reported by Robert McDow, W4KOG. 
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OLD TIMERS AND KNIGHTS _ 


Knights of the Kilocycle 
3910 Ke. Sunday Morn. 
1130Z - 0730 EDT 

I’m sure I’m not telling anyone 
anything they don’t already know, but the 
bands have been in terrible shape for the 
last few weeks. One Sunday, a couple of 
nets ago, I could just barely hear Dwight, 
N4POA, our Master Oscillator. I’ve never 
been one for DXing so I guess thing like 
that sort of sneak up on me. I’m sure Jay 
or some of those guys could give the com- 
plete lowdown on “wots the griff’ and 
how long it’s going to last before it settles 
down. Guess I’Il have to start paying more 
attention to the propagation charts in CQ 
and QST and find out what’s what! 

The local repeater group from Ju- 
piter are getting started with their field 
day plans already. Usually they start on 
the Thursday before field day weekend 
and everyone goes in all different direc- 
tions for two days before it all jells on 
Saturday morning. I think our F.D. coor- 
dinator, Jerry Gumbas, (N4GKI) is try- 
ing to be serious this year and he’s actu- 
ally trying to plan it all out for a change. 
That'll be something different though. I'll 
never forget two years ago when we put 
up the station in a low spot. It rained that 
night and we had three inches of water 
under out shelter. We also had every frog 
for miles around come to our pond and 
you couldn’t hear the station callsigns 


Bob McDow (W4KOG), Editor 


over the frogs croaking! I’m sure every- 
thing will be anticipated and all will be 
as planned. We’ll see. Hi. Hi. 

Want to thank the Knights who 
have sent me contributions to replenish 
the Health and Welfare fund. It’s back up 
to $20.00, which is a relatively healthy 
state. Hopefully it will not have to be used 
anytime soon. Wes and his XYL, 
Blanche, W4COW & W4GXZ, are back 
up in New Hampshire for the summer. 
George, K4AAP, and Larry, WB9GCH 
continue to check in from time to time, 
and we hear that Wendy, W1CUL is the 
proud owner of a new high-powered com- 
puter to keep him busy. John 
Witherspoon, W4GUJ checked back into 
the net last Sunday after several weeks 
absence. John says he’s in good shape but 
it’s kinda early for him to get up to make 
the net these days. It’s good to hear him 
back on with us though. 

Sounds like all the tomato plants 
have about had it for this year. I did put 
out a couple of pepper plants though. We 
were over in Okeechobee City a couple 
of weeks ago, and they had some very nice 
looking peppers, so I bought some. I'll 
let you know how they fare. I hope they 
do better than the tomatos but I think it'll 
shortly be too hot for them. It was already 
up to 96 here. (First week in May) 

73, 88 & all the best... Bob McDow, 
W4KOG 


Rules petitions denied 

The FCC has denied two petitions 
for reconsideration that sought a broader 
definition of permissible communications 
by amateurs. 

The petitions, by David Popkin, 
W2CC, and Rolland D. Cummings, 
WAOEDA, sought expansion of FCC 
rules changes that went into effect in Sep- 
tember 1993, in PR Docket 92-136. 
Those new rules, the result of an ARRL 
proposal, gave amateurs greater flexibil- 
ity in providing noncommercial commu- 
nications for public events and permitted 
paid teachers to use Amateur Radio in 
their classrooms. 

The new rules also allow personal 
communications such as making appoint- 
ments and ‘’ordering pizza.” 

The two petitions sought permis- 
sion for amateurs to retransmit certain US 
government broadcasts, such as time sig- 
nals. Popkin’s petition also sought a 
wording change to the new rules, from 


“classroom instruction” to “’instructional 
activity.” 

The FCC said that the ideas ex- 
pressed in the petitions already had been 
aired and considered during the public 
comment period for PR Docket 92-136. 

-ARRL 


Strategic Plan for ARRL to 


be Developed 

Members of the ARRL Board of Di- 
rectors gathered in Savannah, Georgia, on May 
6 and 7 to begin developing a strategic plan 
to guide the ARRL in preparing for the op- 
portunities and challenges of the twenty-first 
century. The ARRL Long Range Planning 
Committee had recommended that because of 
the importance of strategic planning, the ef- 
fort should be initiated separate from the regu- 
lar business of a Board meeting. The process 
that was begun in Savannah will be contin- 
ued with the objective of completing a draft 
plan by the end of 1994. 
-ARRL 


DIGITAL DITHERINGS Joe Burnham, WD4KAV 


Hello again. 

Even though I promised you a peek 
at packet BBS’s and how to read and send 
messages last time, the Packet God de- 
scended on my shoulder one night, and 
strongly suggested that I back up a couple 
of steps, and first delve into the more ba- 
sic aspects of HOW TO CONNECT to 
another station, and some BASIC TNC 
commands FIRST. 

SO... all of you who were waiting 
for a lucid explanation of packet BBS 
operations...please wait just a little longer. 

Hopefully, by now you have been 
inspired by this series (or better yet, by a 
packet “infected” friend), to rush out and 
plunk down a little change on a DUMB 
TERMINAL and TNC, or mega bucks on 
a super gee-whiz multi-ported, lighten- 
ing fast PC (and TNC or multi-mode con- 
troller) and are itching and twitching to 
get into packet! 

Actually, if you have done either of 
the above (ESPECIALLY, the latter) and 
have NOT made at least ONE packet 
contact.....what’s WRONG with you???!! 
The best way to learn is to just dive right 
in! Sit down, turn everything on, and 
GO for it! 

The best way to get started is to sit 
and WATCH what others are doing, get a 
buddy who has been operating for a bit to 
come over and explain what is passing 
by in front of your wide-open eyes. OR... 
go to a meeting of your local ham club, 
or packet organization, take in the dis- 
cussion, ask a few questions. 

Don’t worry if you don’t understand 
much. We ALL start at the same 
place...knowing NOTHING and being 
bewildered by just about EVERYTHING! 

So...now on to some specifics...to 
help you start down the log, enjoyable 
road to true digital enlightenment! 

All of my packet experience has 
been on TAPR and clone TNC’s...so what 
follows will be based on my knowledge 
of TAPR, MFJ, and Kantronics units. if 
you’ve chosen any of the AEA TNC’s to 
be your workhorse, you’ll need to find 
someone familiar with that brand to help 
you out. 

Let’s look at how to actually con- 
nect to another station, and carry on a 
QSO. 

I'll assume at this point that you’ve 
managed to hook up your TNC to your 
computer, or been successful in getting 
your dumb terminal talking to your TNC, 
and have played and read enough so that 


you understand a TINY bit about your 
TNC....at least the fact that it has two 
operating modes. 

For those of you still sitting still in 
a fog of bafflement....the fact of the mat- 
ter is: ALL TNC’s have TWO operating 
states... COMMAND mode and CON- 
VERSE mode. 

You COMMAND the TNC when 
it is in COMMAND mode (that’s obvi- 
ous). You TALK to others when the TNC 
is in CONVERSE mode. 

When you first turn on your TNC 
it will be in COMMAND mode. From 
here, you enter the appropriate command 
to CONNECT to another station. 

To connect to another station, first 
make sure you are in COMMAND 
MODE. You can tell that you are if you 
hit your “enter” or “return” key and see 

cmd: 

all by it’s lonesome at the begin- 
ning of a line. If for some reason you 
DO NOT see this, hold down they key 
labelled CTRL (“control”) and the letter 
“C” at the same time. Release the keys, 
and press your “enter” or “return” key 
again. You have just sent a “control C” 
to your TNC, and it has bowed to your 
wishes, by going to COMMAND MODE. 

NOW...to begin a connect, type C 
(which stands for CONNECT), a space, 
and the CALL of the station you want to 
reach. Your radio will begin to transmit 
your “connect request”, and if the other 
station is within range, and on the air, 
you will be rewarded with 

“CONNECTED TO WD4KAV” (if 
you were trying to connect to me). 

Once you get connected, the TNC 
automatically changes to CONVERSE 
mode, and you can CONVERSE (actu- 
ally, TYPE away) to the person or com- 
puter at the other end of the connection. 

If the other station is not on the air, 
or out of range of your signal, you will be 
rewarded with 

“RETRY COUNT EXCEEDED, 
DISCONNECTED” 

which is your TNC’s way of telling 
you it gave up! 

When you’ve decided you have 
blathered on long enough, and want to 
go off and do other exciting things (feed 
the dog, take out the garbage, cook din- 
ner), put the TNC back in COMMAND 
mode (by sending another CONTROL C) 
and then type “D” (for DISCONNECT) 
and press “enter” or “return”. 

After a short period of time, you’ll 


be told that you are truly no longer linked 
to the person or computer at the other end 
of the link, when you’re TNC says you 
have been 

“DISCONNECTED” 

Of course, you can do a lot more 
than just type away to one other station 
who happens to be relatively close to you. 

Next time, I'll help you escape from 
afew TNC “TRAPS” which can drive you 
completely NUTS, if you don’t know what 
is going on. 

We’ll also look at DIGIPEATERS, 
NODES, AND SWITCHES. 

Comments? Complaints? Praise? 

Drop me a note by writing a note 
to our hard working Editor, or, if you’re 
on packet already, by addressing a packet 


message to 
WD4KAV @N4XEO.#STU.FL.USA.NA 
73...Joe 
o 
“ 


New Products 


Kinetic Designs, P.O. Box 1646, 
Orange Park FL 32067-1646 announces 
the availability of several new products. 

A 12 disk collection of public do- 
main and shareware Amateur Radio re- 
lated software for Apple Macintosh. 
Learn Morse Code with morse trainers. 
Prepare for the FCC tests with 
HyperCard-based exams. Explore 
Packet Radio with Mac packet software. 
Plus, find electronics designers, 
WEFAX, MINMUF, contest loggers, 
and much more. 

Also, a 12 disk collection of pub- 
lic domain and shareware Amateur Ra- 
dio related software for Commodore 
Amiga. Learn Morse code with morse 
trainers. Explore Packet Radio with 
Amiga Packet software. Plus you will 
find electronics designers, SSTV, 
WEFAX, MINMUF, contest loggers, 
and much more. 

A set of 12 disks of Ham, SWL, 
and Electronics related PD and 
Shareware software is available for 
$29.95 (includes shipping). Individual 
disks are available. 

Send a self-addressed stamped en- 
velope requesting a catalog or more in- 
formation. 

The Microcomputer Consulting 
and Design company is operated by 
Russell Grokett, WA4EFH. 
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COMPUFORUM 


Steve lezzi, KD4GKE 


Cross Platform Software - How 
does my PC software run ona 
POWER PC??? 

After last month’s discussion of 
new computers with Reduced Instruction 
Set Architecture (RISC) like the Power 
PC or the Pentium, I’m sure the first ques- 
tion that came to the tip of your tongue 
was What do I do with all my existing 
software. Amateurs are lucky to have 
people who cross pollinate in different 
fields of endeavor and have developed 
tons of Shareware and Freeware packages 
for Packet, Field Day Logging, Slow Scan 
TV, Radio Control, and the list goes on 
forever. Now, I’m telling eveveryone to 
buy a machine that is not code compat- 
ible with PC’s. I must be nuts!! Well, I 
hope not. But, how do I stay current and 
still keep my old software. 

The answer is emulation software. 
Emulation software is a package which 
converts machine instructions from 
80x86 native code into Power PC or what- 
ever native code. For every instruction, 
the emulator will generate a series of in- 
structions and run them on the host com- 
puter. A set of registers is maintained in 


software much as the registers are main- 
tained in hardware on a real device. This 
sounds painfully slow and when the first 
emulators that I have used hit the mar- 
ket, they were. But, there are two facts 
that have the complexion of the market 
for emulators today. First, the Power PC 
can execute over 100 Million instructions 
per second compared to 100 Thousand 
for the first 8088 based PC. Second, the 
operating systems of today’s processors 
handle much of the difficult and time con- 
suming tasks of interfacing to the hard- 
ware. The operating systems will be run- 
ning in native code meaning they are 
compiled in the language of the host pro- 
cessor and are not emulated. 

The Power PC even in emulation 
mode running Windows software will run 
about as fast a 486 and in DOS software, 
about as fast as a 386 processor. For most 
people, that is fast enough. For those 
applications that really require speed like 
antenna analysis, a native compiled pro- 
gram is the way to go. For these applica- 
tions, HAM+s who write software will 
start rewriting or recompiling their pro- 
grams to take advantage of the huge im- 
provement. 


The one area that will cause prob- 
lems is graphics display. A standard 
VGA display will be emulated on a Power 
PC and probably run in a window along 
with other applications at the same time. 
High resolution Super VGA is another 
story. These complex video cards are 
normally controlled with direct hardware 
interaction. This will not be available in 
most emulated systems. Windows solves 
this problem by providing a software in- 
terface to video. In other words, if the 
application is Windows compatible, it 
does not talk directly to the video hard- 
ware. It must go through the Operating 
System. A Power PC will have a native 
version of Windows running that will 
support Super VGA graphics. 

If there is one area of concern for 
compatibility, it is with hardware inter- 
faces. Some ISA Bus slots (commonly 
called AT Bus) would high on my wish 
list. There are tons of cards available in 
the hobby world for all kinds of applica- 
tions. WEFAX and Packet cards are some 
that come to mind. If developers of the 
Power PC computers want to lure the 
home hobbyists, a standard card bus is a 
must. 

Steve 


North Florida 
Amateur Radio 
Society 


Duval County Emergency Coordi- 
nator, David Phillips, KC4ROQF is in the 
process of organizing ARES classes. The 
importance of these classes cannot be 
overstated as we approach the ’94 Hurri- 
cane Season! Pre-registration is requested 
and there is NO cost for any of the ses- 
sions. Location of the classes is at the 
American Red Cross Headquarters on 
Riverside Avenue at 7pm. Please call 
Dave at 350-9193 for information and to 
register. (Balanced Modulator) 


7~ JACKSONVILLE 
HAMFEST ON THE 
AY CALENDAR 


With just four months to go before 
the 21st Greater Jacksonville Amateur 
Radio and computer Show to be held in 
the Prime Osborn Convention Center on 
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August 6th and 7th, representatives from 
the eight participating clubs are already 
dividing up the 20 tasks required to stage 
the Hamfest. NOFARS, again this year, 
will be responsible for printing & mail- 
ing the Hamfest flyers, administering 
exams, security and decorator liaison. It 
is with pleasure NOFARS reports that 
ICOM and Alinco will both have com- 
plete displays this year. Once again, the 
Jacksonville Hamfest has been designated 
as the Northern Florida ARRL Conven- 
tion. 

For information regarding Swap 
tables ($18.00 two days) contact David 
Phillips, KC4RQF at (904)-350-9193 
(Balanced Modulator) 

Emergency Response 


Teams being formulated! 

The State of Florida emergency re- 
sponse plan has been overhauled after the 
agonizingly slow response following Hur- 
ricane Andrew hit So. Florida. ARRL, 
Northern Florida Section Emergency 
Coordinator, George Thurston, W4MLE 
is urging each of the 7 No. Florida Dis- 


tricts to organize a formal Response 
(“JUMP”)Team. Members of the indi- 
vidual district team could then be reas- 
signed into groups of 3 or 4 operators to 
handle tactical traffic within a disaster 
area under direct area control in support 
of Relief organizations. Each team will 
be self-contained with sufficient supplies 
to operate at least 3 days after initial setup. 
Amateurs with Recreation Vehicles, Vans, 
Trailers and Conversions are particularly 
requested to become active with a district 
Response Team. If you are in Duval 
County contact David Phillips, KC4RQF 
and tell him you will help! Jim Bacchus 
and H.R. 2623. Representative Jim 
Bacchus is the co-sponsor of H.R. 2623, 
the Amateur Radio Volunteer Service Act 
of 1993. This legislation would limit the 
personal liability of participants in vol- 
unteer programs established by law for 
the benefit of the Amateur Radio Service. 
H.R. 2623 “would limit the personal le- 
gal and financial liability of amateur ra- 
dio volunteers for any alleged damage, 
injury or loss if the individual was acting 
in good faith, without willful and wan- 


ton misconduct, and within the scope of 
his or her official volunteer function and 
duties.” Rep Bacchus has also co-spon- 
sored H. J. Res. 199, which “ recognizes 
and commends amateur radio operators 
for their contribution to technical ad- 
vances in electronics and for their valu- 
able assistance during times of disaster.” 
(Tales of the Treasure Coast) 
Navy and Marine Corps 


NEWS! 

Did you know that as a Navy or MC 
Retiree you may electronically log on to 
the NLPBB to obtain the weekly Navy- 
wide news message “NAVNEWS” or the 
Marine corps counterpart, “MCNEWS”? 
It’s easy to do. Any Navy or Marine Corps 
Retiree with a computer and modem can 
stay abreast of the latest in news. To Log- 
On, set your communications software to 
NO PARITY, 8 data bits, and 1 STOP bit 
(N-8-1) and call any of the following 
numbers. (up to 14,400 BAUD)— 1-800- 
582-6940, 1-800-582-2355, or (703)-697- 
2446. You may also find some of the cur- 
rent information on Internet at the fol- 
lowing address: navpalib@opnav- 
emh.navy.mil. To subscribe to 
NAVNEWS by E-Mail, send a note to 
navnews@opnav-emh. navy. mil.(Shift 
Colors) 


North Florida 
Happenings 


In the recent YL/OM contest, 
NOFARS members walked off with hon- 
ors! Cindy Barnes, KD4RRF took TOP 
Honors nationwide with over 700 points. 
Robin La Byer took National Runner-UP. 
Congratulations to both for super efforts! 

DXing 

KA4RAW, Richard Kobylarz is the 
most recent NOFARS member to ascend 
the CQ Magazine DX Honor Roll. He has 
confirmed 313 of the 326 countries on 
SSB. Following in his footsteps is Bill 
Gallier, KQ4GC also a member of 
NFDXA and NOFARS with 277 con- 
firmed. 

Hams someday maybe?? 

W4IZ acted as NCS recently(April 
23rd) for a Saturday session of the Mid- 
day Traffic Net, operating portable from 


the River City Children’s Day Fair and > 


Carnival. Young people with their par- 
ents were invited to become involved and 
were presented promotional literature 
about Amateur Radio Operations. 


Digital News 

The First Coast Amateur Digital 
Assn.(FICADA) holds it’s monthly meet- 
ings at Ed White Community School at 
7pm on the 3rd Tuesday. Everyone is in- 
vited to attend the meetings and join the 
group who are rapidly rekindling inter- 
est in Digital communications in the Jack- 
sonville area. FICADA operates KB4ZZZ 
on 145.07. At the prompt type FICADA 
and check out the BBS! 

How to! 

To receive a copy of the NOFARS 
“BALANCED MODULATOR’ and be- 
come a member of NOFARS, write to 
NOFARS, W4IZ - P.O. Box 9673, Jack- 
sonville, FL 32208 


OPARC, The Orange 
Park Amateur Radio Club 


meets monthly in the Moosehaven audi- 
torium across from the Sears Service Cen- 
ter and the Officers for 1994 are Pres: 
Dave Kalahar, K.D4HXT, Vice-Pres: Jake 
Jacobs, KSWTA, Treasurer, Jim Graves, 
WD4ANXY, Secretary, Tom Sorenson, 
KB9GRX with the Board of Directors 
consisting of Bob Cheyne, N4ENV, 
George Erdel, KD4VJB, Larry Filzen, 
WB4CGD, Jim Iori, NU4Y, and Steve 
Miller, KD4BVW. If you are traveling in 
the Jax-Orange Park area and want more 
details about OPARC activities tune to 
146.67(-600) or 444.50. Come join with 
fellow Hams! 

Dave, KA4HXT 


NOFARS sets 
BIG plans for 
Field Day! 


W4IZ, the North Florida Amateur 
Radio Society Field Day station, will 
spring into action on June 24th. The 
W4IZ location will be at First Coast High 
School, (Duval Station & Starratt Rds). 
Two MAIN functions this year differ from 
previous events. First, the equipment Set- 
UP (2-8pm Friday, June24th) will be to 
test NOFARS ability to meet ARRL’s 
National Preparedness Standards. Tom 
Castiglia, NO4A is in charge of the pro- 
gram to organize and register all Ama- 
teurs willing to participate in an emer- 
gency Communications 


Response Team(CRT) and the Set- 
Up Friday will be the first opportunity to 
test this phase of NOFAR’s operation. 
Second, the tear down (1-7pm 
Sunday,June 26th) will test the speed with 
which the team can recover and move 
from an exercise. In between these two 
times, operators from NFDXA, Jax Range 
and Clay County DX Assn will join 
NOFARS with the goal of once again be- 
ing the top scoring Florida Field Day sta- 
tion. 


EVERYONE is welcome and urged 
to attend one of the two training sessions, 
but most of all come and join the Field 
day operation fun. (N4UF) 


| THINK | BETTER EXPLAIN 
FIELD DAY TO FERD 
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Clipper Chip technology, every phone 
system: would be required to incorporate 
the chip. Any voice scrambling systems 
used by cellular systems might be 
scrambled to the casual and non-profes- 
sional eavesdropper but not to the big ear 
of the government. Even scrambled 
cordless phones would fall prey to the 
Clipper Chip. The mission of the satel- 
lite launched in April seems to tie in 
nicely with the Clipper Chip Technology 
scheme. 

About a year ago, one of the larg- 
est online services was thought to be ac- 
cessing personal computers when one was 
connected to the service. It was thought 
that the information extracted was being 
used for marketing purposes. The charges 
were never substantiated and the matter 
seemed to peter out. My curiosity about 
the matter also died from inactivity until 
the National Empowerment Television 
network addressed that issue. 

Although the capabilities of the 
Clipper Chip technology are a closely 
guarded secret, it is thought that when 
the so-called “trap-door” is unlocked, it 
is possible to gain access to any specific 
computer equipped with the Clipper 
Chip, provided it is turned on, of course. 
And this would be done REMOTELY 
don’t forget! Now couple that with the 
perception of thousands of computer us- 
ers that a major online computer com- 
pany was already doing this very thing. 
The technology must already exist and 
quite possibly is in use. 

Using the great information high- 
way via Internet and other facilities, I 
have been searching for all information 
written about Clipper Chip technology. 
The more I download and read, the more 
alarmed I became. Apparently, others in 
the world of computer-users have grave 
concerns regarding Clipper Chip technol- 
ogy. 

This issue has been addressed by 
many prominent publications and news- 
papers; The San Jose Mercury News, 
Computer Reseller News, The Wall Street 
Journal, PC Week, InfoWorld, The New 
York Times, Electronic Engineering 
Times, PC-Computing, Communications 
Week, Electronic News...and the list goes 
on. 

On April 29th, a new organization 
was formed! This organization was 
formed for the EXPRESSED purpose to 


“address growing public concerns about 
privacy protection for the national infor- 
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mation infrastructure. The Electronic 
Privacy Information Center (EPIC) will 


focus on emerging threats to personal 
rivacy.” 


Many of you are probably already 
thinking, “That’s easy, I’ll just bypass the 
Clipper Chip or hacker’s will devise a 
scheme to disable the chip.” There is a 
little bit of truth and a little bit of disaster 
in both. Anyone who is familiar with sat- 
ellite descrambling schemes are familiar 
with the sophisticated techniques used to 
prevent tampering with the descrambler 
box. Unless one knows quite a lot about 
the system, one may end up with a satel- 
lite descrambler that essentially self-de- 
structs if you try to modify it. Then one is 
faced with trying to explain to an unsym- 
pathetic industry who perceives itself as 
being victimized by “chipping” 
(descramblers whose systems have been 
compromised by hackers) how your 
descrambler box came to its demise. If it 
is proved that one has attempted to modify 
a descrambler box, one could be in a le- 
gal fix. Just imagine what legal difficul- 
ties one could face if the government de- 
crees that it is a federal offense to tamper 
with a device that guarantees the govern- 
ment the master key to your personal pri- 
vacy and security. 

To further inhibit bypassing of the 
system, the government would decree that 
the entire information highway would be 
required to operate under the 
government’s Clipper Chip algorithm. In 
other words, your computer or phone 
won’t work within the national system 
unless properly equipped (or more prop- 
erly termed - bugged). 

What is the Government Ratio- 
nale? 

Dr. Dorothy Denning, a govern- 
ment spokesman, appearing on the 
Patrick Buchanan radio program in April 
said that the government needs to have 
access to computers and phones for 
“. reasons of crime control and national 
security.” She said that the concept of 
tapping into computers and phones dif- 
fers little from that of the old fashioned 
method of tapping phone lines. In an ob- 
vious attempt to diffuse the issue and to 
justify the rationale that the government 
must have an electronic key to everyone’s 
lives, she said that a warrant must be is- 
sued prior to accessing any electronic line. 
Sort of like the fox guarding the 
henhouse. 

The government also has the no- 
tion that using the Clipper Chip will be 


effective in countering terrorism. Will the 
Clipper Chip be effective in countering 
terrorism and could it have been effec- 
tive against the trade-center bombing last 
year? | 
This sounds like another one of 
those government theories that work great 
on paper and make good media sound 
bites. If every American obeyed the law, 
we wouldn’t have any crime in America 
either, would we? Sounds good...great on 
paper. 
Security 

I think that it was in the late 80’s 
when there were serious concerns being 
raised about the security of personal data 
that was going into a giant memory bank 
regarding personal loans, mortgages, etc. 
There was also greater reliance on hav- 
ing one’s social security number attached 
to financial transactions. Citizens were 
assured that these records could only be 
accessed by responsible organizations, 
approved by certified authorities and usu- 
ally impenetrable without an individual’s 
signed permission. Sounds good on pa- 
per doesn’t it? Now every Tom, Dick and 
Harry who purports to run a business and 
who pays a fee can gain access to finan- 
cial records and your most personal 
records. 

Several years ago, a journalist want- 
ing to prove this very point, set up a phony 
business and applied for access to finan- 
cial data. For a small fee, one gets local- 
ized and less detailed information. For 
bigger fees, one gains access to bigger and 
better data banks. And so it goes. Fi- 
nally the journalist hit pay dirt. He was 
able to download the complete and de- 
tailed files of several noted senators and 
the then sitting Vice-President of the 
United States, Dan Quayle. To further 
ruffle the feathers of the bureaucracy and 
prove that the system was severely flawed, 
he printed the personal records of the 
politicians including Quayle. Although 
I don’t remember the publication, it was 
one of the more notable magazines like 
Time, Newsweek, or U.S. News and World 
Report. So much for security. 

Medical Records 

Everyone’s detailed medical 
records are cruising around on one of the 
information highways. Today, all insur- 
ance companies have their own set of in- 
terstate information highways and soon 
will be traveling on the big one. The gov- 
ernment also has designs on seizing con- 
trol of the healthcare system and that 
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would naturally include all individual 
medical records. The plan would revolve 
around a national ID card keyed to your 
Social Security number (also tied to all 
financial information) and a super data- 
base of medical information for everyone 
in the United States. The government 
assures us that access to any medical 
records would only be by authorized per- 
sonnel. Remember me talking about se- 
curity? Just as financial records are 
readily accessible, I foresee a THREAT 
that medical information could just as 
easily be compromised. 

The following is a fictional short 
story: 
Bill, the loan officer at a bank, en- 
ters the manager ’s office and says, “Biff 
Jackson wants to borrow $250,000 to buy 
a new home but he’s really on the bor- 
derline for approval.” 

“Tell ya what,” says the manager, 
“take it down to Adolph at that little col- 
lection agency in the alley. See what he 
can do for you.” 

A day passes and the loan officer 
goes back into the manager ’ office and 
says, “Well, I got a report from Adolph. 
He says that Biffhas some alcoholic prob- 
lems and may also have a problem with 
ulcers.” 

“Well, either disapprove the loan 
or else sell him that deluxe mortgage in- 
surance policy to go with the loan.” says 
the manager. 

Was that a fictional story, prophetic, 
or just an unpleasant interlude? 

Throughout history, it has been 
proved that codes can be broken, locks 
can be picked, descramblers can be com- 
promised, security can be compromised, 
moles live for years undetected. The only 
secret in this world is known only to one 
person. 

The notion that it will deter orga- 
nized crime seems ludicrous. That would 
mean they would have to operate all their 
systems within the federal law and ex- 
pose their activities to detection by the 
government. With the resources at the 
disposal of organized crime, and terror- 
ist organizations for that matter, they'll 
establish their own system. 

The scope of the Clipper Chip is- 
sue is massive and at this point, we don’t 
know what it can do. I am genuinely 
alarmed. To put the Clipper Chip tech- 
nology in another perspective, would you 
be alarmed if suddenly a law was passed 
to allow the police to enter and search 


your home, at any hour of the day or 
night, without any warning or any hint 
of wrongdoing? In my opinion, that’s 
what the Clipper Chip could do - elec- 
tronically. 

Your letters and comments as a 
reader will be welcomed and could serve 
to emphasize to others the virtual chaos 
this technology could bring. 

This is a matter that could seriously 
impact all of us and I think that it re- 
quires serious debate. 

ger// 

Ed. Note: The Editor would like to 
thank Dr. W. R. Staples, Senior Editor for 
his input and assistance in preparing this 


rather lengthy but serious editorial. 


IT’S FIELD DAY 
TIME ! 


Between the time you get this in 
your hot ‘fist’, and 25 JUNE there’s work 
to do, plans to make, rigs to check, an- 
tennas to collect and a million other odds 
and ends that usually are forgotten until 
you unload the gear at the FD site. So 
nows the time to wind up the INTEREST 
generator, get the juices flowing and the 
sign-up log full of names of eager par- 
ticipants. Don’t forget to contact your lo- 
cal paper and present them with a Press 
Release so they can write about whats 
going to happen and maybe you’ll be 
lucky enough to get a reporter to visit the 
site. This adds points to your score! If you 
have a direct contact in the Media issue 
that person a WRITTEN invitation to 
visit the site. ( Be specific about the time) 


Why not adopt a THEME this year? 
Dedicate your effort to someone special. 
Adopt a physically handicapped child that 
needs treatment and enlist the support of 
your local Shriners for a fund raiser. Or 
get the local Red Cross to set up a booth 
for Disaster Relief donations. Who knows 
the Mayor? Convince him to make a Proc- 
lamation for your FD activity as a Public 
Service to the community. This is how 
you practice for the “REAL THING “~. 
Don’t forget to make a bunch of banners 
on the computer proclaiming the dates 
and location, paint a banner on plastic 
sheeting and make up some signs that 
point the direction to the FD site. Be vis- 
ible and be sure to advertise your local 
radio club. Are any of the team members 
Scouts? If they are then it should be a snap 


to get the Scouts to help you operate the 
FD site. Think of all the neat jobs they 
can do to earn badge credits! And that 
will leave you more operating time!! Ask 
your local Radio Shack if they will let you 
put up one of your banners in the win- 
dow prior to the big day. You know you'll 
need some more PL-259’s. Who is your 
club PIO? Is he doing his job? If you are 
an affiliated club information is available 
from the League to help him/her plan a 
better advertising campaign. Take advan- 
tage of these goodies now. 


Got your QSL cards ready? Why 
not have a board with the QSL for each 
participant displayed with photos and 
names of each team member. Display it 
proudly near the Mess tent ‘cause thats 
where the visitors will congregate. Most 
of all, plan to have a great time piling up 
the points while improving your operat- 
ing skills. Many a General Class has op- 
erated a FD, sharpened up his CW speed 
and zipped thru an Upgrade a week later. 
We at Florida Skip look forward to pub- 
lishing as much FD activity results as 
space will allow. Send your written re- 
ports to FLSKP, c/o Senior Editor, 
W4SME, 5310 Fleet Landing Blvd. At- 
lantic Bch. FL 32233-4586 


TEE BARS TAILGATE! 


TBARS is going to have a Tail Gate 
at Lake Calm in June. This is in 
KD400U’s back yard. Large open area 
next to a lake. If we ask nice, Claud just 
might bring out the BBQ grill and fire it 
up for us..... 

Tail Gate will be on Saturday, June 
18th. Talk-in on the 147.105. Bring your 
cameras and Jet Skis! 

73 from Bruce Orand President - 
Tampa Bay Amateur Radio Society 
BBS 
N4ZXI@N4ZX1.#TPA.FL.USA.NA 
Amprnet: n4zxi@n4zxi.ampr.org IP: 
[44.98.0.168] 

Lake Calm is located along Gunn 
Highway in Hillsborough County. Bruce’s 
phone number is (813)839-8746. 

73 de KD4GMD 
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Preface: 

In the next two issues, FLORIDA 
SKIP will present an Amateur’s Tropical 
Storm and Hurricane Notebook. The ar- 
ticles will provide and explain steps that 
an Amateur can take to provide maximum 
protection for the station and family in 
the case of being involved in a storm. Fur- 
ther, there will be a check-off list of steps 
to accomplish. First, the case involving 
him/herself in the management of 
EMERGENCY TRAFFIC on a Florida 
Emergency Net from WITHIN as well as 
OUTSIDE the Disaster Area. Second, 
participating with a “JUMP” Team within 
the actual disaster area. Some parts of 
each article will be presented in a format 
so that the information can be cut out and 
kept handy, rigside! 

Part 1 - Sect 1 Introduction. 

Understanding the terminology and 
learning how to make use of weather 
broadcasts. Developing a comprehensive 
hurricane preparation plan can reduce 
many of the catastrophic effects of a na- 
tional disaster! Preparation of a PRI- 
MARY and SECONDARY (Back-up) 
plan before a hurricane strikes will 
uncomplicate many of the details that re- 
sult from the strike. Dr. Robert Sheets, 
Director, National Hurricane Center, 
Coral Gables, Florida has reiterated af- 
ter Andrew the importance of a WRIT- 
TEN PLAN! The PLAN should address 
each stage of preparation for each level 
of a tropical storm. 

Part 1 - Sect 2. Advisories. 

The method by which we are 
warned of an impending tropical storm 
and/or hurricane. 

1. Tropical storm: —’ WATCH’— 
A watch constitutes an advisory for spe- 
cific areas where a tropical storm may 
pose a possible threat to coastal areas 
within 36 hours. 

2. Tropical storm:—’WARN- 
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ING’— This constitutes a definite 
ALERT that tropical storm conditions in- 
cluding sustained winds ranging from 39- 
73MPH can be expected in specific 
coastal areas 
within 24 hours. 

3.Hurri- Category 
cane: — | 
'WATCH’ — iI 
This is NOT a 
‘WARNING’. lI 
Rather it indi- 
cates that a 
“named” hurri- V 
cane is near 
enough such that ALL parties in the spe- 
cific area covered by the ‘WATCH?’ should 
listen for additional ADVISORIES! All 
parties should be prepared to take ALL 
early preparatory steps should a Hurri- 
cane WARNING be issued. A “hurricane 
watch” is usually issued 24-36 hours prior 
to an aticipated landfall. 

4. Hurricane:—’ WARNING’— 
An advisory issued by NWS Hurricane 
Center that there are sustained winds of 
74 MPH or higher associated with a 
named storm. This named hurricane can 
be expected to strike a specific coastal area 
within 24 hours or less. This WARN- 
ING requires ALL parties in the area of 
the landfall to take IMMEDIATE action. 
Everyone knows that hurricanes are vio- 
lent! They are tropical storms that origi- 
nate over and are fed by the heat of the 
tropical waters of an ocean. Initially be- 
ginning as a disorganized area of low 
pressure the storm develops and intensi- 
fies and begins it’s forward movement. 
Circulation within a storm is counter- 
clockwise. Outer sustained winds can be 
expected to exceed 74 MPH around the 
“EYE” of the storm. The “EYE” is the 
physical center of the storm where gen- 
erally there is no rain or wind. “EYE” 
size is directly related to the size of the 


Wind Speed 


= = ‘ARE YOU 


-by W.R. "Doc" Staples, W4SME 


storm. A hurricane may have an overall 
diameter of from 100 to 1000 statute 
miles. So that we can better understand 
what the predicted hazards of an oncom- 
ing hurricane can be and what the disas- 
ter potential of the storm will be, hurri- 
cane specialists involved in hurricane 
forcasting, created a table called the 
Saffir/Simpson Scale. 


Damage 


74-95 Minimal 
96-110 Moderate 
111-130 Extensive 
131-155 Extreme 
156 - Over | Catastrophic 


Part 1 - Sect 3—_HAZARDS— 
1.WIND-The on-rushing counter- 
clockwise winds of an approaching hurr 
icane ranging from 74-155 MPH will 
sever ALL power and communication 
services above the earth’s surface. Winds 
will totally demolish manufactured hous- 
ing, mobile homes,temporary structures. 
wooden frame homes and roofs. Trees 
signs, branches, traffic lights and tek 
phone poles will be thrown around like 
match-sticks! Some poorly built struc- 
tures will actually implode or explode and 
collapse. Small craft, even though se- 
curely moored will suffer severe damage. 
Upsetting and tossing up on shore is to 
be expected. Small aircraft will suffer 
similar fates with wings and fuselages 
totally destroyed. When it comes to the 
HAM, with the 60' tower and the Christ- 
mas-tree of beams atop, it’s bye-bye baby! 

2. Tornadoes— Within the feeder 
bands of hurricane winds there will be 
found multiple small tornadoes. These 
produce intense localized destruction, 
cause loss of life and inflict all of the ef- 
fects listed in #1. without warning! 

3. Rain— With the approach of the 
hurricane and it’s associated winds, there 
will be increasing intensity to the point 
of torrential downpours! Low lying areas 


will be quickly inundated. Sewers will 
rapidly back-up, streets will become 
flooded, water will begin to encroach 
upon open fields, farmlands will be 
drowned and contamination of water and 
the enviroment will already have started. 
A massive health problem has begun! 
Wild as well as tame animals caught in 
this malestrom will die and their carcasses 
pose a serious health problem until they 
can be removed. 

4. Storm surge— In Florida, be- 
cause of the formation of the coastline, 
rising tide levels from 2 to 40 feet can be 
expected as the onrushing ocean drives 
mammoth waves upon the shore. The 
storm surge will totally innundate a large 
portion of the coastline already com- 
pletely flooded from rainwater. The storm 
SURGE in conjunction with the WIND, 
creates storm intensification washing out 
foundations, roads, sewer lines,buried 
transmission facilities; intensifies local 
contamination and cripples most paths of 
transportation. 

Part 2 - Sect 1.—The Amateur 
Radio Operator— 

As an Amateur Radio Operator, 
your heritage is steeped in the tradition 
of always being able to provide necessary 
communications under adverse and vir- 
tually impossible conditions! Dating back 
to 1938 and up through Andrew, 1992, 
Amateurs have provided the essential 
links between the disaster area and the 
sources of help. Today, the picture has not 
changed! Further, in Florida today, the 
Governor and Legislature NOW recog- 
nize Amateur Radio as THE most impor- 
tant source of communications in ANY 
statewide disaster! Shortly, all Florida 
Amateurs will have in their possession 
the rules currently being formulated as 
to how Amateur Radio will interface more 
effectively with Local, State and Federal 


agencies. 
Part 2 - Sect 2. —Responsibility 
and the Amateur Operator— 


The primary responsibility of the 
Amateur Radio Operator in a disaster 
operating under emergency conditions is 
to expedite the transmission and receipt 
of “TACTICAL” message traffic between 
disaster area Emergency Coordinators 
and Relief Agencies outside of the affected 
area. Health and Welfare traffic cannot 
be considered an essential primary re- 
sponsibility for mamagement by involved 
Amateur operators BECAUSE there is 
NO DELIVERY SYSTEM! Possibly af- 
ter 72 or more hours have passed and 
“JUMP” teams have established Packet 


or other types of digital transmission, 
some OUTGOING third party H& W traf- 
fic may be possible! H& W INCOMING 
into an affected area leads ONLY to piles 
of messages that cannot get delivered! 
Experience with Andrew taught us that 
conducting third party H& W by Cellular 
Phone proved to be most effective within 
the first 48 hours until portable telephone 
equipment was put into place. This fac- 
tor in itself may have been one of the most 
valuable lessons learned so that in the 
future Florida Emergency Nets can re- 
main free of stations interferring with Net 
operations requesting third party H&W 
traffic! A true story from Andrew tells it 
best of all! An H&W message originated 
in Vero Beach approximately one hour 
after Andrew hit Homestead AFB, was 
given to a station operating on the Emer- 
gency Net Frequency of 3940Khz. Since 
a moratorium had been imposed on In- 
coming traffic into the affected area for 
72 hours, the message was held by the 
originating station for later transmission. 
That message was filed and sent two days 
later. Approximately two hours after An- 
drew hit, the status of welfare of the party 
in the message was ascertained and di- 
rect communication by phone had been 
established from a site of evacuation. The 
H&W message was finally delivered three 
weeks after the storm hit! It was learned, 
and this is not an unusual case, that de- 
livery was delayed because there was NO- 
ONE available to deliver the message to 
a house that no longer existed! And, un- 
fortunately, the inquiring party failed to 
notify the Amateur to cancel the message! 
Nothing was gained from this exercise 
except frustration and time wasted that 
could have been put to better use operat- 
ing to assist relief organizations in the 
affected area! 

End Parts 1 & 2 Conclusion next 
month. 


FLEA LOVERS 
UCF will be holding their 3rd free 
ailgate, swapmeet on Saturday June 18th 
AM at the UCF Education Building park 
ing lot, University Blvd & Alafaya Trail i 
Orlando. Talk-in will be on 146-64. 

For more information, call Frank 
A3ZBM - 407-699-4492 or Mort 
A2ARS - 407-767-8404 in the evenings 

only. 


The swap meet is jointly sponsored 

by the University of Central Florida Radio 

lub and the Central Florida Repeater As 
sociation. 


It’s that time again. 
-by Manny, W4SS 
SEC SFL 

Each year just as regular as Christ- 
mas, New Years, your anniversary, your 
mother-in-law’s birthday, (which won’t 
go away), comes the Hurricane Season. 
For you new arrivals to Florida, it starts 
on June Ist and lasts to the end of No- 
vember. It too, doesn’t go away. For many 
of us who have been here for quite some 
time, it is a time to review our prepara- 
tions, make the necessary adjustments 
and hope that we never have to actually 
use them. The newcomer has many things 
to do. He should prepare minself and his 
household for the worst. The preparations 
have been well spelled out and docu- 
mented by many agencies. I won’t go into 
them now but if you need help, see your 
local Red Cross, or Emergency Manage- 
ment Office. The can give you tons of 
information. 


My main purpose is to alert the 
Amateur fraternity of this yearly event 
and ask that they become involved with 
their local Emergency Coordinator as to 
how you can participate. The main rea- 
son we as amateurs have the frequencies 
we use and enjoy the hobby as we do to- 
day is that we as amateurs have always 
given our best back to our community 
when they need us most. That is in the 
old days, we never had a lack of ama- 
teurs willing to donate their time and ef- 
fort to this cause. Today the newer breed 
just doesn’t have that zeal or impetus. It 
appears that they are waiting for the other 
guy to volunteer. WE NEED EVERY- 
ONE TO VOLUNTEER. If you can only 
give part time of yourself, say so but give. 
Volunteer for shelter duty, damage assess- 
ment, or net control For some jobs, you 
needn’t even leave your house. Call your 
EC now and volunteer. 


Check with your local EC now 


about the up-coming state wide hurricane 


drill on June 15th and 16th. All county 
EOC’s will participate, all Red Cross 
Chapters will participate, all section level 
appointees will participate. WILL YOU 
PARTICIPATE? 

73, Manny 
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Exirs Amateur Rapio 


2513 S.W. 9th AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


OPEN O 
Bis ICOM 
A WEEK 

“THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND 
Bho HAM EQUIPMENT” Agly 


A 
by LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


DISCOUNT 
SPECIALS PRICES! 


; CLOSE-OUTS 


BUY ° SELL ¢ TRADE or 


, NATION-WIDE 1-800-780-0103 


USED 
EQUIPMENT 


(305) (305) 


925-0103 944-3383 


BROWARD DADE Fax 


AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD & VISA 
“SE HABLA ESPANOL” 
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VIEW FROM THE PANHANDLE "Matt" Matthew, KC4RKJ 


Well we made it to DAYTON. We 
were told that everyone should go to the 
Granddaddy of all HamFests at least once 
in his or her lifetime. So I thought it 
would be a good idea to give the impres- 
sions of someone going for the first time. 

The magnitude of the event has to 
be impress anyone who attends. 

Those of you who have worked any 
HamFest would be more likely to appre- 
ciate the numbers alone much less the 
logistics involved. 

The attendance at the event was 
approximately 33,616 which is the larg- 
est ever. Clubs and the committees of 
many HamFests would find it most diffi- 
cult to line up the almost 450 workers 
needed to operate the HamFest. 

Work starts early to prepare for the 
next one. The working committees and 
workers only get about three months to 
rest up and before they start to get ready 
for the next one. 

The first thing accomplished will 
be the writing and printing of a two page 
flyer to mail in the early Fall. It is sent to 
approximately 38,000 people. This mail- 
ing uses a data base containing the ad- 
dresses of those who have pre-purchased 
tickets or who bought them at the 
HamFest itself. Incidentally these flyers 
are not limited to just the USA; they are 
sent all over the world. An estimated 
three or four thousand will not be deliv- 
ered because of incorrect or incomplete 
addresses written on tickets. 

If that mailing staggers you, an 
eight page mailing goes out in February 
to the same 38,000 as the first mailing. 

Many clubs, trying to keep expenses 
down, have eliminated any mailings. 
This becomes necessary since the cost of 
renting facilities seems to climb each year. 

It is too early to get the exact 1994 
cost for hiring the shuttle buses but the 
cost for the 1993 HamFest was in the 
neighborhood of $94,000. For the 
HamFest visitor, the shuttle buses offered 
a most valuable service. Buses were sent 
to various parking locations to pick up 
and/or return visitors to the HamFest. 
Many of the buses ran from the parking 
lots of various Malls. I don’t know how 
many wives spent the day shopping nor 
do I know the cost of that visit. We used 
the bus that departed every 30 minutes 
from “The Air Force Museum” parking 


lot. I personally saw many, many hats 
and pins with HAM call signs catching a 
bus or visiting the Museum. 

One of the great advantages of the 
free bus ride is that it relieves you of driv- 
ing in an area where you are not familiar 
with the roads. It also reduces the park- 
ing problem and traffic jams at the 
HamFest site. Also, parking was free at 
each pick-up site. 

Can you imagine that next year they 
will increase their paid parking to 10,000 
cars? This year they had 8000. In spite 
of this number, there were fields full of 
cars with antennas all over them and lots 
of people walking in the rain talking to 
friends on their HT’s. 

It is hard for us to imagine a 
HamFest with aircraft helping with the 
traffic control and taking pictures every 
hour but they do. Organization is the 
name of the game. 

Another interesting innovation 
used is how they announce the winning 
tickets. TV screens spread throughout the 
various buildings display the winning 
numbers. My ticket as usual wasn’t a 
winner. 8823 won a prize but not my 
8832. 

The second advantage was the fact 
that they had the bus stop only a few yards 
from the front door. I think this was es- 
pecially appreciated by Floridians since 
the warm weather a week prior to the 
HamFest was nowhere to be found. It was, 
for us, cold and wet. Fortunately it was 
only a short dash to the entrance. When 
we wanted to leave, we walked out the 
front door and waited under a shelter with 
tables and benches provided. I must say 
the young ladies at the bus stop did a 
wonderful job handling the people wait- 
ing for their bus and providing informa- 
tion about the bus schedule. They were 
bundled up to guard against the weather 
and always served with a smile. 

On the shelter, a number was posted 
at each pickup area. These numbers pro- 
vided assistance in finding the number 
that you needed to find the correct bus to 
return you to the correct parking lot where 
your car was waiting. When your bus 
came it had the destination sign placed 
on the front window so that you could 
recognize that the bus that pulled into 
space 3 was in fact going to the correct 
destination. 


Another thing that people visiting 
the HamFest don’t think much about is 
security unless there is an emergency. 
Those who were tailgating outdoors as 
well as the vendors indoors find this to 
be an important service since they have 
so much money tied up in their goods sit- 
ting around. 

For those of you who like to eat and 
cannot bring rations, there are many well 
stocked places to get a sandwich, coffee, 
soda or a donut. It is only guesswork to 
give an estimate of the number of serv- 
ings handled, but many people were there 
for three days and ate at least one meal a 
day. That could easily add up to 100,000 
servings and if people went back for 
snacks or second helpings it could easily 
double. Volunteers from local churches 
and other groups manned the counters. 

Only two people get paid for their 
services but the volunteers who worked 
at the show get a free ticket for 4 hours of 
service as well as a banquet ticket. 

I guess it is time to start saving our 
pennies for next year. Some of you will 
make the pilgrimage next or the next year, 
or the next year. No matter, everyone 
should go at least one time. Remember 
that the aisles will be crowded, the 
weather changeable, you will get lost in 
the crowd, and you will spend too much; 
but you will have a great time. Oh yes, 
they joke about taking clothing with you 
which will be suitable for any of the four 
seasons of the year. Believe me, that is 
good advice. Maybe we will see you there 


next year. 
Ugliest QSL Card 


QSL cards are cute, clever, mundane, 
standard, elaborate but not usually ugly. To- 
day (5/9/94) I received what is, without a 
doubt, the ugliest QSL card I have ever re- 
ceived and may be the only QSL card that I 
could justifiably label as ugly. 

It was so ugly and so shocking that it 
was packaged in its own envelope with a warn- 
ing label. The warning was not strong enough! 
It should tell the unwary to please sit down 
first. 

The picture on the card is what I would 
expect to see if I overdosed on NyQuil. With- 
out getting graphic, I’ll tell you that it is a 
picture of Magnolia Blossom who weighs in 
at 643 pounds and is au naturale. 

I was “blessed” with this card by Del 
Popwell, K4NBN of Ponte Vedra Beach, FL. 
Er...ah...thanks Del....I think. 
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(407) $67-3423 


ALUMA TOWER COMPANY, INC. 
1639 OLD DIXIE ‘HIGHWAY 
P.O, BOX 2806 
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32961-2806 
FAX #407-567-3432 


VENECOM, INC. 


PRE-OWNED COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
WE REPAIR ALL KIND OF HF - VHF - UHF - CB 


Tel. (305) 669-9031 
Fax (305) 669-9032 


4603 S.W. 71 Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33155 


KENWOOD - ICOM 
TWO-WAY RADIOS 


HAROLO HEASTER 


Ormond Beach, FL 


904-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO 
Call for Everyday Very Low Prices 


W4PLM 


STARTEK 


“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 
FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 


Office: ‘305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Eves.: 642-4139 


1322 Gillott St. N.W. 
Palm Bay, Fl. 32907 


—& T-SHIRTS 
—® GOLF SHIRTS 


= has |-800-935-PLUS 
= Towers (7587) 


—e KEY CHAINS 


IMPRINTED SPORTSWEAR AND AD SPECIALTIES 
—®> PENCILS Etc... 


“WE PRINT ON ALMOST ANYINING” 


KC4FAD @) R V KD4FVI 


BARRY GEE — “cl ectnomics BEN ROSUMNY 


503 MAIN ST. - 106A 
P.O. BOX 330 - 
CRAWFORD, GA 30630 
PH/FAX 706-743-3344 


AZDEN/HDHK AEPAIA SPECIALISTS 
BUY, SELL OR TRADE NEW & USED AZDEN 
WE SELL POWER SUPPLIES, ANTENNAS & ACCESSORIES 


SERVICE 


KENWOOD 
AUTHORIZED 
SERVICE CENTER 


'We have been servicing amateur radios reliably and economically on a 
mational basis for 14 years. We also sell hi-quality state-of-the-art 8 & 10 
‘pole crystal filters, and specific upgrade kits for Icom, Kenwood and Yaesu 


products. 
INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC. 


3804 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
(407) 489-5609 FAX No. (407) 464-6386 


Florida Custom Plastics — 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


398 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33334. 
PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (30S) 561-9133 


rornatt vous REAL ESTATE neeos 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL 


MARK ROSNER ¢ N4BDZ eh 
BROKER — ASSOCIATE KA4HWY HARRY and JUNE KEITH | 
1-800-346-3859 | 

(305) 921-6610 8 OTELCOMRIE ne eee | 
(305) 923-3333 @ DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 
i) 1905 Hollywood Blvd. us - 9900 Ulmerton Road No. 56 . 
[veimont] Hollywood, FL 33020 [== MeS, ‘Largo, Florida 34641 PHONE (813) 584-6121 


COMPUTER SHOWS 
& HAMFESTS 


IF YOU HAVE A DESIRE TO ATTEND AND WISH TO 
BE ON OUR MAILING LIST,PLEASE FAX YOUR NAME 
AND ADDRESS TO: (305)748-3509 | 
EXPRESS YOURAREAOFINTEREST: CD-ROM SOFTWARE, 


CD-ROM DRIVES, AMATEUR RADIO, X-RATED SHAREWARE 
COMPUTER SHOWS, HAMFESTS. 


Compliments Of 


THE PALMETTO 
AMATEUR RADIO 
OPEN REPEATER CLUB 


.85/.25 


20/Florida Skip 


NEED AN ANTENNA FARM SITE? 
7890 N.W. 55th Street Why not raise oranges & antennas in South Central Florida? 
lami, FL 33166 ° ge ! , 
: Land specialist W4ZD will help you like he has helped other 
De pr EE WA Wats tule leading Florida operators! 
Eee esiiee Contact BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD 


‘Car & Truck Lettering 
wwe The Cavender Corp., Realtors 


De men nz SIGNS coRnPoRATION. 1349 U.S. 27 North - Lake Placid, FL 33852 
Louis, KD4HRD Restor ce 1957 1-800-741-4490 FAX: 813-465-9669 
eee ees Sele a Ma: <a Low prices in high Highlands Co.! 


ADVANTAGE COMMUNICATION 


NEMAL ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL, INC. Specializing in Amateur Radio Antenna Systems 
ELECTRONIC CABLE e CONNECTORS e CUSTOM ASSEMBLIES Installation, maintenance and dismantling of Radio Equipment 
Lightning Protection 
PI Antenna Rotors 
Radio & Television Interference solutions 
12240 NE 14th Ave. Serving South Florida Amateurs For Over 5 Years 


N. Miami, FL 33161 Mark Lavallee AC4UV 
BENJAMIN L. NEMSER Tel. (305) 899-0900 3510 Harrison Street Suite 11 


President Fax (305) 895-8178 Hollywood, Florida 33021 (305) 961-2642 


TEST EQUIPMUENT, COMIPOMENTS & COMPUTER EQUIPRIERT BATTERIES 
*HICKEL CADMIUM* *CAMCORDER*RADIO* 
*GELL CELLS* *EMERGENCY LIGHTING* 
*LITHIUM*LEAD ACID* "CORDLESS /CELLULAR® 


ASTRO TOO as Cora ieee “Sarah sid Bh 
Surplus/Elec j jj 
td aa i aa TNR YOUR BATTERY STORE 


(407) 253-3371 279 DOUGLAS AVENUE, #1112 


ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL., 32714 


28.54 Sarno Road - Melbourne Fl 32935 Hane Tete bance eet 


Amateur Radio DX Blue Book 3 GM. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Up-dated Prefix, Country, Pacific Islands lists Ham Rapto 
DXCC, QSL, QTH, UTC Info each Prefix. 7 Prefix Maps SERVICE AND REPAIR 
Instant Speak or Write, 10-page Russian QSO dialogue. ALL MAKEs 
U.S. PPD $9.45 ‘ %* Specialized Design EngineeringfConstruction 
Foldable Desk Top 11 x 17 Antenna Headings Chart me cai Elnonks 
55 Florida Cities choice. $4.50 Blue Book patrons 
Wau YZ 4920 Mayflower St. 8137 North Main Street Guy Mallard, W61YK 
Cocoa, FL 32927. (407) 632-6809 Fed ee Soe 


FLORIDA SKIP SPECIALTIES Kal-Tech Eleckroenics 
MAPS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .25 ea. Tropical Electronics 


FCC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE 


FLA: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE electronic Parts - IC’s - Transistors 
1994 Ham Shack Calendars - FREE Surface Mount Devices - Components 
(Send request and SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) * a 

BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H o& Maury & 
Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H 
Andy Clark, W4IYT - P.O. Box 501 - Miami Springs, FL 33266 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 FAX 


200 S.W. 20th Street - Bay 2 Phone esd 522-5811 


A SUPER BUY 


at only 


$75.99 


for a year 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 
Welcome to the exciting 


world of amateur radio 
DIV OIN TH JUTHEA 
AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 
or more information cail: 
Jerry, WB2BEC, Pres. - 741-3955 
Monty, N4LLZ, VP - 748-1560 
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RACES/ARES Emergency 


Preparations 

RACES/ARES officers, members 
and interested hams attended a meeting 
on April 19, 1994 under Dade County 
auspices. 

The purpose of the meeting was to 
review the latest RACES/ARES organi- 
zational plan and emergency handling 
procedures. 

Joel Kandel, KI4T, chaired the 
meeting. He explained the March 1994 
Revision Plan he had authored. His text 
covered every phase of emergency assis- 
tance to stricken areas. 

The monumental work by KI4T 
will do a great deal to prepare hams for 
the part they must play in emergencies. 
Hurricane season is around the corner - a 
word to the wise is sufficient. 

-Robert Weinstein, K4K XR 


DX Sizzle! 

~ Saint Paul Island. Five northeast 
Wisconsin amateurs are planning a 4 or 
5 day DXpedition to CY9 between June 
10 and 19, weather permitting. Check 
25Khz up on 40 through 15 meters. For 
SSB, try 3795, 7155, 14195, 18130, 
21295 and 28350. RTTY on 7085 and 
14085 Khz. QSL via KOSN. 

On a sad note, Harvey McCoy, 
W2IYX, FSK RTTY pioneer and Editor 
of the Long Island DX Bulletin recently 
became a Silent Key at age 83. RIP, 
Harvey. Yemen. 

Robert N4GCK, of 3 YOPI fame, 
has received permission to operate from 
Yemen. He will operate as 7OOCW dur- 
ing July for a 4-5 day period. Mostly CW. 

Strike Walvis Bay (ZS9) 
and Penguin Island 
(ZSO,1) 

By unanimous vote, the ARRL 
DXAC (DX Advisory Committee) passed 
a recommendation to delete Walvis Bay 
(ZS9) and Penguin Island (ZS0,1). The 
DXAC decided that these entities no 
longer meet the DXCC criteria follow- 
ing their turnover to Namibia by South 
Africa. This recommendation has been 
sent to the Awards Committee along with 
a suggested effective date of March 1, 
1994. 

In another ballot, the DXAC voted 
down a proposal to add additional single 
band awards to the DXCC program. 
(There were 13 no and 2 yes votes with 1 
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abstain.) 

The committee also voted down a 
proposal to add a 10-meter DXCC Honor 
Roll by a 15 to 1 margin. Committee 
members expressed support for the mode- 
specific Honor Rolls that now exist 
(Mixed, Phone, CW & RTTY). 

-ARRL 


It’s law in New 


Hampshire 

New Hampshire House Bill 1380, 
recently signed into law by Governor 
Steve Merrill, exempts from real estate 
property taxes ‘’radio towers, antennas, 
and related or supporting structures used 
exclusively in the operation of an Ama- 
teur communications station under Fed- 


mars 


A HEAVENLY. 


BODY. 


eral Communications Commission Ama- 
teur Radio Service rules and regulations.” 

ARRL Counsel Chris Imlay, 
N3AKD, called the bill “’an important 
precedent,” saying that it may have far 
reaching effects throughout the US as 
amateurs continue to seek relief from lo- 
cal and state regulation. 

ARRL New Hampshire Section 
Manager Al Shuman, N1FIK, who played 
akey role in the passage of the bill, largely 
credits ARRL New Hampshire State Gov- 
ernment Liaison (and representative in 
the state legislature) Ralph Rosen, 
W1HSB, and a team of ARRL Field Or- 
ganization volunteers, who testified nu- 
merous times before both House and Sen- 
ate committees. 


Subscription Reminder 
Since January, the annual subscription rate has been what I would consider a 
very reasonable $10.00 per year. I still receive renewals cut from pre-1994 Skips at 
the old rate. I have been accommodating some, reminding others but I want every- 


body treated equally. 


At the risk of sounding like an extra-class cheapskate, I am going to treat $8.00 
renewals as an 8-month subscription to avoid the extra letters, phone calls and logis- 
tics involved. I’m just trying to be fair! ger// 


DAYTON!!! 
With every HAM de- 
claring the Dayton 
Hamvention to be 
the Mecca of Ama- 
teur Radio, an overwhelming crowd 
opened the Hara Arena at Friday noon 
on April 29, 1994. With the weather be- 
ing the most consistently inclement in 
many years, almost all the attendees were 
forced indoors on Friday and Saturday. 
Aisles resembled the California freeway 
system at rush hour —rolling parking 
lots. Fortunately, the friendly nature of 
Amateurs prevailed in this morass. Ven- 
dors on the ends of aisles were very happy. 
Those were the only displays that were 
reasonably accessible. Sunday, the 
weather cooperated in a cold, wintry way. 
There were as many bargain hunters out- 
side as inside, and the Hamvention be- 
came a pleasure to explore. 

The joint services MARS display 
had an ideal position and was very well 
attended by a record number of MARS 
members from all over the country and 
by many Hams who showed great inter- 
est in the program. With the booth being 
manned by the Chiefs and directors of 
each service MARS, a rare opportunity 
was given to MARS members to meet and 
talk to their respective chiefs and direc- 
tors in person. Since the Army MARS 
I.P.R. meetings followed the Dayton 
Hamvention, State Army MARS Direc- 
tors from many states also attended. Utah, 
Colorado, and the Virgin Islands were 
among the far away states whose direc- 
tors were on hand. 

The keynote speaker at the joint 
services MARS meeting at the 
Hamvention was Rear Admiral Lewis 
Felton of the United States Navy Space 
and Warfare Command. He had two 
messages for young people — the first 
message being the fact that the Navy is 
still recruiting quality career-minded 
young people —the second message be- 
ing the fact that his highly skilled tech- 
nical career started out and was launched 
by his entry as a teenager into Amateur 
Radio. He encouraged all of us to encour- 
age young people to get into Amateur 
Radio and to be active in it. 

Admiral Lewis directed the remain- 
der of his remarks to MARS and its mem- 
bers. He described the profound changes 
in Navy communications. Until recent 
years, the Navy communications were 
autonomous — totally independent from 
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any other agency and serving only the 
Navy and its needs. Now, 90% of mili- 
tary operations are joint ventures among 
all three services and other agencies. The 
needs in communications call for mas- 
sive data rates with real time imagery and 
compatible with the Army and the Air 
Force. No longer will the dedicated “stove 
pipe” communications serve the purpose. 
The inclusion of multiple unique inter- 
faces with multiple non-compatible for- 
mats can no longer be utilized. Those of 
us who use computers know the frustra- 
tion we feel when that piece of software 
we would dearly like to use is not com- 
patible on the machine or in the software 
format that we have available. We can see 
the problems that can ensue when the 
three services must interact but whose 
systems do not interact. That is why the 
new thrust in Navy communications (and, 
presumably, the Army and the Air Force) 
is total compatibility. 

The challenge for all the MARS 
services is the same — to develop mul- 
tiple modes of operation to include real 
time information transfer as well as traf- 
fic handling using radio frequencies. The 
new modes of operation are not intended 
to replace radio. Indeed, it has been my 
experience that the newer modes have 
added traffic and information to be re- 
layed by radio. The Navy is calling for 
development of HF systems with more 
automatic controls, and looks at HF as 
being needed for mobile throughput, co- 
ordination with other groups, and direct 
contact with elements in a crisis situa- 
tion as well as a tactical or non-strategic 
situation. We, in Army MARS, are look- 
ing at the same uses for HF radio. The 
expanded use of VHF radio in coordina- 
tion with HF radio will further expand 
our ability to meet our commitment to 
serve. 

Chief Robert Sutton’s remarks to 
the group included the fact that Army 
MARS serve around the clock, around the 
globe. Somewhere around the globe, 
Army MARS is operating 24 hours a day 
365 days per year. With all the talk of 
draw downs and budget cuts, it is worth- 
while to examine Army MARS in terms 
of return on investment. The Department 
of Defense budget for Army MARS this 
year is $515,000.00. The return on this 
investment (in terms of hours served, traf- 
fic handled, and member station equip- 
ment) is more than $46,000,000.00. This 
does not include the estimated $5,000,000 
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that Army MARS members have invested 
in equipment in use for Army MARS 
communications outside of their stations 
in the form of repeaters, nodes, and digis. 
Army MARS offers the best return for 
taxpayer dollar of any program in exist- 
ence today. There is no way to measure 
the professional skill that the Army 
MARS member brings to the program. 
Army MARS members are meeting the 
challenges rising from the needs for use 
of new technologies and rising from shifts 
in the missions required. 

Army MARS remains ... proud ... 
professional ... ready. 


WIREBOOK I 


The How-to and source manual 
written by "The Wireman”, Press 
Jones, N8UG for Cable, Connec- 
tors, Coax, Wire and Baluns. 


If you’re into Coax, 
antennas, ladderline & 


Baluns - WIREBOOK I 
IS MUST READING 


ONLY $2.00 
FROM W.W. SALES 
Send your name & address, with 
your payment for $2.00 PLUS $1.00 
shipping and handling (total $3.00) to 
the address below. We'll rush your 


56-page information packed _ illustrated 
WIREBOOK II by return mail. 


WW SALES 


WIREMAN 
57 Echo Lake Dr., Dept F 
Fairview, NC 28730 
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KENWOOD 
Great summer vacation with the radio you always 
wanted, with the great savings from 


KENWOOD/HEASTER! 


TS-8605 Al-band HF Hs phate pe eneral 
receiver, 100 waltz SSB slo 
and reverse conta, IF ne 


Filter opetions for both firat and . 
Buat-in CW mamoary keyer (DRU-2 voice ee optional) 


TS-4505) All band HF traneceiver with 
receiver, 100 wats “Wonderfully — uee, yel 
high-perlarmance package’F iter options for superb 


racaiver perfonmence. 


TS-60S An exceptional compact, ali-band HF 
30 MHZ 


control’Kenwood's Advai 
(AIP) ansuree top performance with reducad 
nolee floor 


=a ont |* 


TML241A Wide band receiver 

soverage ° CTCES encode 

built-in * Thrae power settings: 

5, 10, and SOW * 20 full : 

as Lops channels store 
Ing you need * Multiple 


oo inctions 
Py 


TALT3IA 6 at (14M), 2 25 walt $20 Off 
(440M) with 6/10 watt settings ""6 In 1" Tae 


TH-78A Full duplex crose-band operation * 
CTCSS encede/decode bullt-In * Alpha 
numeric display and massage paging ° 
Wide band receiver ° 50 memory channels 
* Sliding keyboard cover and illuminsted 


50 wali/7Ocm, 35 watt modules FM 
ovkbeota sy memory channels for each band ° TH-22AT or THA2ZAT 3 watt 
:  CTCSS encode built-in * band recaiver * soe rf module ond mor 
. Optional modules for 28, 60, 220, or 1200 MHz * raat peep fon 3 hipae Hf hoe 
Remote-mountable front panel wan 


ration with 
BOW or POSH on sscorane 
2-8/16 x 4-8/8 x 4 in. * Built-in DTMF 
keyboard with monitor 


*Offer valid through July 20, 1994 


Harold Heaster, KE8MR - Ormond Beach, FL 32174 
Local (904) 673-4066 Toll Free 800-84-RADIO (847-2346 FL) 
Harold Heaster, KE8MR - Clarksburg, W. VA 26301 
Local (304) 623-5734 Toll Free 800-440-A-HAM (440-2426 W.VA) 
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” HAMBAR service, of Siechronc sauipnett 6 ol te 


s s available to all subscribers, amateurs and non 


burs at the rate of 10 cents per word, which includes 
inimum charge for any 


address, ¢ call ‘sign, etc. Mi 


FREE - Tailgate Swapmeet - Saturday, June 18, 1994 
7AM. University Central Florida - Education Building, 
Parking Lot. University Blvd & Alafaya Trail, Orlando. 
Talk-in 146.64. Info: Frank, WA3ZBM - 407-699-4492 


or Mort, WA2ARS - 407-767-8404. Evenings only. 


FOR SALE - 40 ft Heavy Duty “Alumni” Tower, telescop- 
ing & tilt-over, electric winch, 5 element “Telrex” 10-15- 
20 mtr. Ham-M-rotor. Sacrifice - $675. A $4000 value. Also 
Kenwood 8208S - $395. Del Popwell, K4NBN. 112 Garden 
Gate Dr., Ponte Vedra, FL 32082. (904) 273-2633. 


FOR SALE - Drake TR7, PS, Filters, Mic, Manual, Ser- 
vice Manual, MN 7 Tuner, $700. Conrad Kibler, 10102 Cliff 


Circle, Tampa FL 33612. 813-933-2850. 

Loony Laws, still on the books. A young lady cannot be 
employed to dance on a tightrope, except in church. (Win- 
chester, Mass.) 


ROTORS - Repair Service for American Made rotors. Re- 
conditioning, labor charge only $30.00. Parts extra. Conrad 


Kibler, 10102 Cliff Circle, Tampa FL 33612. 813-933-285. 
FOR SALE - Kenwood TS130SE - $300.00. Kenwood 
TS830S - $275. Larry Fettrow, W3lsv. 6603 NW 58 St., 
Tamarac FL 33321. 305-720-7596. 


FOR SALE - Ten-Tec Century 21, look & works like new 
with manual - $110. Ten-Tec mod. 276 Calib., w/instruc- 
tions - $20. ICOM IC-230, 2 mtr xcvr with IC-3PA PS, 
mike - $100. Heath transistor chker IT-1-B in heavy plastic 
case - $38.00. Drake RV-7 remote VFO - $360. Coax Elbo 
and T connectors - $1 each. All plus UPS. Andy Clark, 
W4IYT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166. (305) 
888-3874. 

WANTED FOR CASH - Your unused tube inventories: 
Galaxie GT550, accessories VOX unit, power supply, etc., 
50 ohm Dummy load, Hustler mobile antenna with resona- 
tors. Milton Levy, WSQJT. 2310 Denmark St., Apt 62. 


Clearwater, FL 34623. (813) 791-4730. 


A little girl asked her mother whether all fairy tales began 
with “Once upon a time.” “No,” replied the mother. “Today, 
most of them begin with ‘If I’m elected.”” 

SALE - KENWOOD TS 120 plus power supply and mike, 
perfect shape. $350.00. George, W4UKA 635 SE 19th St., 
Ocala, FL 34471. (904) 732-3364. 

FOR SALE - TS-450 AT. Mint - $1000.00. Ray Karjalainen, 
KB2HN. 705 South C St., Lake Worth, FL 33460. Call eve- 
nings at (407) 439-4088. 

FOR SALE - 370'”, 3/16 EHS Guywire with 36 cable clamps - 
$50.00. Night vision scope, new - $350.00. Kevin Poslusny, 
KJ4PR. 14518 SW 142 Ct. Cir. Miami, FL 33186. (305) 235- 
6727. 

FOR SALE - Yaesu FL7000 Amp 10-160m Mint - $1495.00. 
50 Windmill Tower - $275.00. Ham QTH, 3BR, 2 bath, 1-1/2 
acres w/ tilt-over tower, 11 antennas and room to grow pool - 
$51,500.00. Wayne Smith, N4VGY. 7040 SW 17th Pl. Ocala, 
FL 34474-1752. (904) 237-6351. 


- $4.00 —7V 1.6A - $4.00 — 9.1V 1.6A - $4.00 — 12 
1.5A 115V PRI - ALL $4.00 ea. 4-13/16"H X 4"W X 1-5 


8"D. ALL PULLS GUAR. KALTECH ELECTRONICS. 200 
SW 20th St., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315. Ph: (305) 522-5811 
or FAX: (305) 522-5271 


FOR SALE - Many parts and tubes, NEW and OLD. What 
do you need? All inquiries answered. W2 WV, William Turner, 
1369 Woodcrest Ave., Clearwater, FL 34616. (813) 447-7707. 
FOR SALE - Collins 30L1 1K W Power Amp round emblem 
- $650.00 and Alpha 78, 1KW CW/2KW SSB Power Amp - 
$1500.00. Both in excellent condition and operating. Mike 
Murciano, AA4GQ. 2834 De Soto Blvd., Coral Gables, FL 
33134. (305) 442-4868, 7-9PM. 


FOR SALE - TONO Model EXL-5000 RTTY ASCII CW 
FEC AMTOR Self Contained Terminal. Like new - $375.00. 

-Z WAY Tower 60' W/Top section, very little rust - $25.00. 
ROHN 4-1/2 Sections of tower with tilt-over base and top 
section. Very little rust. - $225.00. DIAMOND 6 M Model 


§DP-GH62 Vertical. NEW - $100.00. UHF 430-440 MHz 


4-110 430-450 MHz 10-100W AMP - $275.00. BANDSAW 
- SEARS 10" DIRECT DRIVE WITH MOBILE CART - 
$70.00. Fred Boyer, K3QKP. 391 Crestview St., N.E., Palm 
Bay, FL 32907. (407) 723-3183. 


M AKE SURE YOUR AD, HAMFEST 
OR FLEA MARKET CATCHES THEIR 
EYE WITH A BOXED CLASSIFIED, 


CAL GER AT 1-800-421-3279 
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Florida Hamfest Schedule 


DATE LOCATION DATE LOCATION 


May 1 St Petersburg Lake Maggiore Park 
(Sunday Only - 8 to 1) Sth St & 38 Ave So. 
Talk-in: 147.060 
May 7 Sunrise FREE! At Old FL Seafood Plaza 
Pine Isl Rd & NW 44th St 
Talk-in: 146.790 
INFO: Jerry (305) 741-3955 
May 14 _ Belle Glade FREE! At Belle Glade Marina 
Lunch available! 
Talk-in on 147.120 
INFO: Dennis, AD4PS (407) 996-7056 
Jul 16 Tampa Univ South FL Hamfest 


at USF Tampa 
Info: Denny, W9O0QN (407) 335-0138 


Talk-in: 147.240/146.940 ¥ F 
: NOV 5 Eustis At Lake County Fairgrounds 
INFO: Kevin, KD4GMD (813) 933-9473 : 
Talk-in on 147.255 


Aug 6/7 Jacksonville Prime Osborne Convention Ctr 
INFO: Jason, KE4AUS (904) 357-9357 


Cor. S. Lee & W. Bay St ’ 
: : NOV 12 Lake Worth FREE! At Sunset Ridge Park, 
(Near junction I-10 & I-95) 
; Ave A and 13th St North 
Talk-in: 146.760 ; 
‘ Talk-in on 146.670 
INFO: Billy, N4UF (904) 350-9193 ; 
oe INFO: Bill, N4ZDD (407) 439-8796 
Sept 10/11 Melbourne Melbourne Auditorium : j 
Go NOV 12 Hialeah FREE! At Hialeah Adult Center 
625 Hibiscus Blvd 
: (NOON to 5 P.M.) Palm Ave & 6 St 
Talk-in: 146.850 : 
Talk-in on 146.805 
INFO: Allen Hudson, N4PTM 
INFO: Greg, KC4IVF (305) 883-5812 


407-777-1120 
: od ; NOV 19/20 Tampa Expo Hall, FL State Fairgrounds 
Sept 25 New Port Richey New Port Richie Recreation Center US310 @14 


(Sunday only) 6630 Van Buren ? 
Talk-in on 146.94- 


Talk-in on 145.350 or 147.150 
INFO: Jean (813) 525-5178 
INFO: ?? ' 
DEC 3 Okeechobee Agriculture Center Bldg 


St Petersburg 1st Unity Church : 
: on U.S. 441, 1.5 mi north of S.R. 70 
469 45th Ave North Talk 147.195 
alk-in on 147. 


Talk-in on 147.06 
INFO: ?? 


INFO: ?? 
. mal) DEC 3 Ocala Marion Cty Livestock Pavillion 
Cross City Trail Rider’s Club ; 
on Jacksonville Rd. 


next to Cross City Airport ; 
: Talk-in on 146.970 
Talk-in on 146.700 & 147.390 
INFO: ?? 


INFO: ?? EGG OR GRR I Ekalaka kak kk 
Oct 8 Titusville FREE! At Fox Lake Park HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN 
Talk-in on 146.910 EARLY! 
INFO: Wes Greiner, K4SJC 407-267-1565 PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND WHO 
: F c , TO CALL FOR INFO! 
Oct 8/9 Orlando Bahia Shrine Am. Radio Unit Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 
2300 Pembrook Dr. 


Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe Sound, 
Talk-in on 147.390 (+) FL 33455 


Info: Charles Jackson, KD40YT 2K KK KE KKK KEKE KEK KEKE KERR ERK EEK KKK EEE K 


407-331-9576 


Oct 15 Starke Bradford County Fairgrounds 
US 301 and SR 100 
Talk-in on 145.150 
INFO: ?? 
Oct 22/23 West Palm Beach Expo Center at South FL Fairgrounds 
State Rd 80 just east of US 441 
Talk-in on 147.165 
INFO: Charlie, K2GNZ (407) 582-1164 
OCT 29 _— Port St Lucie FREE! (Location to be announced.) 
Talk-in on 146.955 
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Continued from page 1 
Special appreciation is extended to 
the following persons for their support 
and assistance with this project. 
Hiland Park Elementary School - 
Ms. Carole Stivers, 5th Grade “Quest” 
Program Instructor 
Mr. Joe Bullock, Principal 
Haney Technical Center - 
Mr. Mike Adams (N4EVS), Schools’ 
Liaison 
Bay District Schools - 
Mr. David Smith (AD4JT), Project 
Coordinator 
Panama City Amateur Radio Club - 
Jim George (KD4HEP), President 
Daniel (KO4YG), Volunteer Examiner 
Jim (K4LIX), Volunteer Examiner 
Harry (N4LAO, Volunteer Examiner 
Walt (WA4HVC), Volunteer Examiner 
Linda (AD4BL), Volunteer Examiner 
Leon (KD4VTH), Volunteer Examiner 
Charlie Hickman (N4DPU), Ham Class 
Instructor 


By the way, Ira is studying for his 
advanced class license and hopes to test 
this summer. 


Roots of the DX 


Learning Program 


The following is an excerpt from 
the notice sent to students and teachers 
to stimulate interest in the DX Learning 
program. Teachers were given inservice 
points where possible for their participa- 
tion in the program. 

Distance Learning with Amateur 
Radio 

Imagine discussing affairs of state 
with a student or teacher in a foreign 
country. Talking about how they feel, 
study, or what ambitions you share in 
common. 


What could you learn from a pen- 
pal that you meet periodically via a two- 
way radio contact to discuss a common 
agenda? This pal could easily be in an- 
other school across the city, state, or even 
the other side of the world. 

Learn to appreciate why you de- 
velop math and science skills as you track 
Amateur satellites then communicate 
through them with other students. Better 
still, use the NASA SAREX program to 
talk with the astronauts as they orbit in 
the Space Shuttle or Russian cosmonauts 
that have been orbiting in the MIR Space 
Station since 1986. 

Thousands of teachers and students 
participate in these exciting activities and 


more every day to enhance the value of 
education. The possibilities are endless 
and more opportunities are opening con- 
stantly. 

To become a Radio Amateur, or 
HAM, as they are called, you need only 
pass a simple examination about FCC 
rules and regulations, elementary radio 
theory, and if you desire to communicate 
in the world-wide portion of the service, 
a morse code receiving test. You will then 
be issued a call-sign that will allow you 
to communicate with the world! 

The Panama City Amateur Radio 
Club (PCARC) will sponsor a class start- 
ing September 16th to prepare interested 
teachers and students to pass the Novice 
level license exam. 


Name 
Callsign 
Address 
City 
State 
epee 


ee ee ee en 
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FLORIDA SKIP SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
NEW RENEWAL CHANGE INFORMATION 


$10 Year 


2YEARS- © 3YEARS 
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SPECIAL 
OFFER! 


Florida Skip 
ADVERTISERS 
Design your 


Introducing the NEW, 1994 Communications Handbook (2nd 


Own rates | Edition)—a handy, pocket-sized handbook containing essential 
and hard-to-find information directly relating to Amateur Radio, 


. Aircraft, Commercial, Government, Marine, Public Service and 
4 ¢4 or Cd various other communications services. 


Repeater Listings e Band Plans e Antenna Specifica- 
for Our New tion Tables e Time Conversion Tables e Electronic 
Component Charts e 10-Codes e 12-Codes ¢ Signal 


rate sh eet , Codes ¢ Q-Signals ¢ Frequency Allocations for: Cel- 


lular Telephones ¢ Cordless Telephones e Wireless 
Microphones e Radio Telephones & MORE! 
L] YES! Rush me copy(ies) for $5 ea. (plus $1 for delivery). 
Name sae eee Call-Sign 
Address 
City/State/Zip 
Return this order form and make check/money-order payable to: 


Gary Brown (Graphic Artist) 
P.O. Box 16893 ¢ West Palm Beach, Florida 33416-6893 


June is here - Weddings & Field Day 
The marriage of Man and Mosquito 


ites FLORIDA SKIP 
kK 1280 Sarno Road 
= We Suite 224 
a. Melbourne, FL 32935 
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